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Dear PEF Trustees and Donors

Since opening in early 2013, HaBayit shel Benji quickly became "the Home" for lone combat soldiers

in Israel, providing pleasant and spacious accommodation for 87 soldiers (male and female) for the

duration of their service. Each soldier has their own bedroom, and is assigned a volunteer "laundry

family" (who pick up their laundry each time they come home, wash and return it, clean and folded,

ready to return to their base). Our kitchen staff lovingly prepare three nutritious meals each day, and

special festive meals on Shabat and holidays.

In addition to lone soldiers from abroad, our soldiers include Israeli-born soldiers from disadvantaged

socio-economic backgrounds whose families are unable to house or support them and others no longer

in contact with their extended families. All the soldiers are referred to us by IDF Social Welfare

Officers. These video clips https://goo.gl/2dJgxi and https://goo.gl/g8xrXP illustrate perfectly just how

we impact the lives of these young people who come from all over the world to serve in the IDF.

Our dream when we established The Benji Hillman Foundation has become a model of success

which we have realized that we must replicate in order to help more lone soldiers. With over 1,200

lone combat soldiers currently serving in the IDF, the demand for places in HaBayit shel Benji far

exceeds our ability to supply them, necessitating two "extensions" of the original home – 27 new rooms

(and extension of kitchens and public areas) in 2016, and 12 more rooms added in 2018.

Over 200 soldiers apply for a room in the Bayit each year, although less than 40 places open up each

year, as our residents (who stay in the home for the duration of their IDF service) complete their

compulsory service and leave the Bayit. Our inability to keep up with this continued demand made us

realize that the time has now come to build a second Bayit shel Benji, to house a further 93 lone

combat soldiers.

As we receive no support from the government, we rely on the generosity of the Jewish population

around the world and hope that you will support our campaign to provide a home and guidance to our

brave lone soldiers.

Please see the attached detailed proposal for more information.

Yours sincerely

Saul Rurka

Executive Director (Benji's first cousin)


