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Dear friends, 

These days Ita and I are concluding a 35-year long fascinating journey. It's 
impossible to describe such an empowering experience on a single sheet of 
paper. In this journey we had the privilege to take part in improving and 
guiding the lives of well over a thousand children that were in need of a 
guiding hand and a loving heart "not tomorrow, but right now--today" 
(Janusz Korczak). 
As we are leaving, we believe, just like in the beginning, in the ability to 
change, in the need to guide a child and reveal his concealed strength. We 
believe that in order to educate children we first have to make them smile. 
So we did all we could to give the children a feeling that they are welcome in 
Achuzat Sara, without conditions or time limitation. 
Our home was always open for every child that we thought we could help advance, all year long, 
each child according to his or her needs and abilities. 
This week I got a hug from one of our graduates who, with tears in his eyes, told me about an 
experience that he said changed his life. We let the children stay for Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, 
like we always do. That boy had trouble staying but agreed after a promise that "you will remember 
this Rosh Hashanah for the rest of your life." "That Rosh Hashanah changed my life", he told me. That 
"boy" is now a family man and a father of twelve. That alone is a good enough reason to have made 
this journey for decades. We believe that we were lucky to guide so many others in their paths. 
We did not bare the burden of this journey alone. We had many partners along the way.  
In Achuzat Sara we built our family. Our children were born here and our wonderful grand-children 
were raised in a private but open home. Everyone, including the daughters  and sons in-law took part 
in this special experience and still today contribute to it, each in his or her special way.  
Our wonderful employees, through the years and generations, were the best that one could have, as 
we were recently told by one of our children. 
The "Emunah" organization, that assisted us greatly and we were walking in light of it's educational 
teachings. 
The educational staff in the schools our children attended, where they were received with a loving 
heart and acquired knowledge and an education. 
Too many partners to count – volunteers, business companies and NGOs, generous friends that 
helped in various ways – support, knowledge and financial assistance, for as we know -"Without 
bread there is no Torah". 
In Parashat "Ki Tavo" it says: "Because you did not serve the LORD your God joyfully and gladly…" 
we've done our part with happiness and faith all along the way. We believe it's time to hand over the 
reins to our team, joining a new skillful team of educators and people with faith in their hearts who 
will continue the vision of Achuzat Sara and raise Achuzat Sara to new heights. 
We're confident that this Home's rich legacy is entrusted to the skillful hands of the best team to 
continue "smiling" the children of Israel. 
May the lord stand by us in our new path. 
 

Shanah Tova, with faith and love, 
 

Ita and Shmuel  
 

https://www.facebook.com/achuzatsara?fref=ts
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Dear friends, 

Upon entering this position and my important sense of mission, the words 
of Rabbi Steinsaltz highlight the duality I experience at the beginning of the 
year.  
The word "year" in itself has a double meaning, which almost contradict 
each other. On one hand the meaning of year is a thing that repeats, recurs 
time after time – for this is a time cycle that in essence, seemingly, is a set 
cycle: day and night, summer and winter, which recur each and every year. 
On the other hand, the year also means change, whereas days and months 
produce new realities, new experiences – changes in relation to the past. 
The life of the Jewish year, too, has double meaning: the holidays of the 
year return each year, and we accept them again and again like old friends, 
but at the same time we want to live them anew each time, to feel their 
uniqueness in our own special way each time they visit. (Rabbi Adin Even 
Yisrael Steinsaltz) 
A bit about myself, my name is Yair Solomon, 43 years old, married to Naama and father of 5 
children. By training, I have bachelor's and master's degrees in social work and a teaching certificate.  
All of my professional life has surrounded working with children and youth in formal and informal 
education in Israel and abroad. As a social worker, I worked at Achuzat Sara; later I managed a hostel 
in Rishon LeZion; and for the past five years I headed the therapy staff at the Chabad boarding school 
in Kiryat Malakhi.  
 

With the retirement of Mr. Shmuel Ron as director, a new "chapter" of educational activity and 
therapy is beginning at Achuzat Sara.  
 

I approach this mission with the knowledge that we must continue the educational journey in the 
unique and special way that has guided Achuzat Sara over the years.  
I pray and believe that along with maintaining what exists today, I will succeed in being able to renew 
and be renewed in additional ways and paths the journey of educating the children of Achuzat Sara. I 
believe in the ability to see each and every person as an individual while considering special and 
personal needs, and on the other hand connecting and maintaining a view of the group as a whole. 
Achuzat Sara will continue to be a warm and loving home for the children while maintaining the 
connection with their biological home.  
 

I believe in the staff of Achuzat Sara. With our shared, challenging work, we will continue to lead the 
children of Achuzat Sara and to prepare them for their lives ahead.  
I pray to G-d that he will enlighten my path towards the upcoming challenges, both in education and 
therapy and in the logistics and management of Achuzat Sara. 
 

With blessings for the coming year, 

Shana Tova, 

Yair Solomon 
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In the summer of 2016, twenty-five volunteers, boys and girls, and four coordinators made 
Achuzat Sara their home for the month of July. They were seniors in high school and came from 
three different countries and six US states. The coordinators attend New York University and 
Columbia University.  

The volunteers were organized by an organization called Kol Hanearim. Kol Hanearim brings 
international volunteers to Israel to run summer camps for Israeli children at risk. In the summer 
of 2016 there were 108 volunteers and 16 coordinators in three different children’s Homes.  

Upon arriving at Achuzat Sara they were divided into different groups. Each group had between 
2-4 volunteers. They were responsible for planning different activities for the children of the 
Home. This included world cup soccer, karaoke night, spa day, and “Purim in July.” The kids and 
the volunteers were constantly smiling. It was difficult to find a dull moment. They realized that 
not only does Achuzat Sara believe in them, but also their brothers and sisters from across the 
Atlantic.  

The Americans did not only provide fun to the children. They served as their older brothers and 
sisters, their mentors and role models. The kids, however, were not the only ones who 
benefitted from this incredible month. As one of the volunteers from Manhattan said: “This 
summer changed who I am as a person and how I look at life. I came in to try to change the kids’ 
lives, but it turns out they ended up changing mine.”  

The volunteers have been staying in touch with the children ever since they physically left. Many 
hope to come back for a second summer. Hopefully this year was the first of many incredible 
summer camps at Achuzat Sara.  
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