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The Strengthening Arts Education in Arab Society program has enabled HaMidrasha – Faculty of Arts of Beit 

Berl College to become a catalyst in advancing arts education in the surrounding Arab communities, and 

model for cross-cultural arts education in both higher education and secondary schools. This year’s program 

carried out most of its many and varied activities, adapted to the requirements of Israel’s Ministry of Health. 

Despite the challenges posed by the corona virus pandemic, the program and College was able to support 

our students and graduates exhibit their works in galleries and museums, develop new arts education 

opportunities for young Arab Israelis, and impact Israeli culture and arts education now and in the years to 

come. Below is a report of this year’s activities.  

 

Opening Access to Higher Education  

I.  Preparatory Arts Program for Arab Students: Enrichment Activities  

Every year, this preparatory arts program trains 10 to 12 promising young 

Arab students to qualify for B.Ed. in Fine Arts academic program. 

Participants meet three times a week to study theoretical and practical 

elements of the arts and Hebrew, and tour major arts museum in Israel to 

deepen participants’ understanding of the profession and field. This year, 

the ninth consecutive preparatory arts program, opened with 11 students; 

one student left the program at the end of the first semester. The students 

visited the Art Gallery in Umm al-Fahm, including a tour of the exhibit by one of 

the program’s alumni. The program planned two additional tours to the Israel 

Museum in Jerusalem and the Tel Aviv Museum, both cancelled due to the 

corona virus. Two alternative tours are being planned for the end of academic 

year.  In addition to enrichment activities, support also provides for art 

materials in the preparatory program’s painting and sculpture classes.  

Deepening Arts Awareness in the Triangle Region 

I.  Creative Thinking & Arts Days 

In a cumulative effort to expose all the high schools of the Triangle region to arts education, we hold Creative 

Thinking & Art Days with various high schools in the surrounding Arab towns. The activities of these days 

include painting, mask sculpture, collage and surrealist and studio photography workshops as well as guest 

lectures by leading Arab artists and Arab students of HaMidrasha. This 

year, we hosted seven art days at the following Arab high schools:  

Alqasmi in Baka al Gharbiya; Givat Pardis in Furadeis; Atid and Amal high 

schools in Taybe; and Tomashin high school for science and Amal high 

schools in Qalanswa. This was our first year hosting art days at Amal high 

school in Taybe, and we deepened our relationships with the existing 

partnering high schools, hosting two art days at Tomashin High School. 
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Two art days were planned at Amal and Hativat al Majid high schools in 

Tira, but cancelled because of the corona virus.  

This year, a majority of the art days took place at HaMidrasha-Faculty of 

Arts in response to the requests by 

the schools, offering the pupils the 

opportunity to see and feel a college 

campus. The art days are the first real 

meeting of Arab high school pupils, teachers and principals with arts 

education and continue to raise genuine interest in the subject and in 

developing arts matriculation tracks. 

II.  High School Arts Matriculation Tracks 

After two tumultuous and full years of progress and advancement, the arts matriculation track at the Atid 

Taybe High School launched and led by HaMidrasha graduate Shada Baransi, is 

gaining momentum. Today the track has 46 10th and 11th grade pupils. Pupils in 

this track are given a special opportunity to study art and design in theoretical 

and practical learning in the track’s workshops. They learn to analyze the reality 

in which they live, both visually and in meaning, and conduct critical discourse 

about art and life in general. The pupils develop skills that help them cope with 

the world outside of the school, such as teamwork, critical thinking, creativity, 

commitment, credibility and more. By the end of the process, through the tools 

they acquired, most of the pupils are at the stage where they present to their 

classmates the amazing works of art and design that includes a combination of 

who they are and their attitude to the world in which they live. These 

opportunities are unique to this track, and not experienced in other 

matriculation tracks.  

The 11th grade pupils are taking their matriculation exams in art and 

design. Due to the delays forced upon us during the corona period, 

an art and design exhibition previously scheduled will be held in 

September. 

This year, Monira Mansour, who graduated last year, was invited by Atid Taybe High School to teach 

alongside Shada Barnesi. HaMidrasha lecturer and pedagogical instructor Saher Miari 

continues to mentor Shada Baransi in managing the arts matriculation track, and 

plans to expand his mentoring to leaders of new matriculation tracks as they open in 

the region. 

We seek to help an additional three high schools to open arts matriculation tracks. A 

number of schools have expressed interest, and we continue to coach all principals 

interested, including our outreach to the Ministry of Education and the 25 Arab high 

schools of the Triangle as part of this effort.  

In February, we secured a meeting with the Ministry of Education to discuss art matriculation tracks in Arab 

society, and specifically the opening of tracks at Tomashin High School in Qalanswa and Amal High School in 

Tira. Participating in the meeting were members of the Ministry of Education, the principal of Tomashin High 
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School, the Pedagogical Coordinator of Amal High School, a representative of Merhavim regional council, a 

representative of the binational educational organization run by the philanthropic office of Adina Shapira, 

and Ron Amir as representative of the preparatory arts program at HaMidrasha. The meeting underscored 

the importance of opening these tracks and the tools available by the Ministry of Education and HaMidrasha 

to the schools and their benefit.  

In both schools, we have stepped up our activities including information and outreach to encourage and 

support them in this process. Since the meeting, Tomashin High School submitted a formal application to the 

Ministry of Education to open the arts matriculation track. It is not yet certain that the trend will open, we 

support and support all stages. Amal High School is planning to file their application soon. Should these 

schools open arts matriculation tracks, they will become the second and third schools in the region to do as 

a result of our work with and support of this effort.  

III. Public Outreach 

Raising public awareness for arts and arts education is an ongoing process in promoting arts education in 

Arab society. This year, program manager Ron Amir took fourth year arts student and preparatory program 

alumni, Hanin Hassadiye, as partner in the marketing efforts in the Arab community. Together they executed 

a small marketing campaign in the first semester, adding a number of mechanisms meant to contribute to 

the marketing of the preparatory program and the number of applicants to art studies from the Arab 

community: 

1. Going to high schools to market the preparatory program and degree program to 12th grade 

students, providing informational materials, presentations and one-on-one conversations with the 

pupils ;  

2. Installing a mechanism that identifies first-year applicants not accepted by the admissions 

committees due to a lack of background/knowledge of the arts, and provides them with an in-

person meeting to introduce them to the preparatory program and its benefits; 

3. Attending higher education fairs in the Arab communities, including the fair of Beit Berl’s Arab 

Academic Institute. 

Two additional and larger marketing campaigns are planned in advance of the 2020-21 academic year.  

Expanding Cross-Cultural Arts Education 

I . Cross-Cultural Learning & Teaching 

This year, the practice-teaching course for third-year Arab students was held at Tomashin School in Qalanswa 

during the first semester. Led by pedagogical instructor Saher 

Miari, 12 Arab students taught two classes of 10th grade pupils with 

learning and social difficulties. This was the first time these pupils 

were exposed to art studies. The lesson plans, prepared by the 

students, were varied with topics 

tailored to the specific audience. 

As part of the program, the pupils 

were hosted for an art day on campus, exposing them for the first time to 

the College and Faculty of Arts, where they learned about the course work 

of art studies at a collegiate level and took part in workshops specifically 

planned for them and led by HaMidrasha students. For its final meeting, the 
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program held an exhibition of the works the pupils created throughout the program. The students set up the 

exhibition in the school’s meeting room, assigned by the school principal for 

our practice-teaching meetings, inviting the school staff to the opening 

event. The event was incredibly moving and important to the students and 

pupils alike as it was the first time such an event was held at the school, and 

provided the pupils with a unique opportunity and contact with their 

teachers. The principal and school staff greatly appreciated the work, 

requesting to leave the exhibit on display so they can show it to school 

guests.  

Because the high school does not yet have an art matriculation track, the Foundation’s funding for materials 

was critical in sustaining the art classes and experiences that take place within the program.  

As a faculty comprised of Jewish and Arab students and staff, another important facet of our work is to adapt 

the environment and curriculum to both cultures and languages. This year, the program carried out a number 

of important efforts including: 

 Translating the required psychology test into  Arabic for the students 

 Two books of the Arab-Palestinian arts archive project of Orit Hassan's course "What is Arab 

Culture?” now residing in HaMidrasha’s library. These books give expression to Arab-Palestinian 

artists and their work and now serve as reference for all HaMidrasha students. 

 Hosting Saher Miari’s solo exhibit, “Bezeq Scandal” at 
HaMidrasha, which appeared in the Hecht Museum and was to 
have been accompanied by a talk with the exhibit’s artist, but 
both the exhibit and talk were cancelled because Saher Miari is a 
Palestinian Arab artist. We translated Saher Miari's exhibit text 
into English to reach wider audiences. Saher Miari’s exhibit is 
planned to go on display at HaMidrasha Gallery in Tel Aviv later 
this summer. 

 
II.  Museum Education in Arabic 

This year, we began the training course for 16 second-year students at the Tel Aviv Museum. The course, 

held in the second semester, will be considered part of their practicum. This is an important development – 

as a result of the philanthropic support, we were able to enrich the curriculum and the students received 

academic credit for their activities.  

The first two sessions took place as planned but by the third session, the program was moved to remote 

learning due to the corona virus. This required changes to the program 

as planned: editing materials and course content, gathering photos from 

art collections, and building presentations, tutorials, and examples of 

tutorial subjects.  In order to upload them in a student service model, 

and in the new state of distance 

learning, Dr. Vered Heruti held a 

meeting in order to prepare the 

students for the new curriculum. The 

meeting took place via Zoom and included an explanation of virtual tutorial 

planning, and talks on possible tutorials In case there is no return to 

routine. Simultaneously, we coordinated with the Almajd High School so 
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our students will become familiar with and use the technological options that provide "distance" training for 

the middle school pupils (distance learning and virtual training). At the last meeting, a group of students 

guided pupils via Zoom.  

III.  Academic Support  

Mentoring, Tutoring and Assistance for Arab Students 

Over the last year, lecturer Saher Miari developed a robust academic support system for Arab students in the 

B.Ed.F.A. program. This system supports the students in mastering academic Hebrew, art theory and 

criticism, and supports them as they grapple with unfamiliar information, ways of thinking and technical 

terms.  By their third year, veteran Arab students assist incoming students, further strengthening their own 

skills. The Foundation’s support provided teaching hours of the Saher Miari – both for individual support of 

Arab students and his work on an Arabic training project at the Tel Aviv Museum.  

Guest Lecturers 

We incorporate guest lecturers – Arab artists from the field – to speak and work with all HaMidrasha 

students, strengthening cross-cultural teaching at HaMidrasha.  This year, we plan to host two Arab lecturers 

who will take part in guest artist workshops that will be held during June (pending approval from the College) 

Goldfarb Prize for Excellence 

We encourage academic excellence by awarding the Goldfarb Prize for Excellence to a student who displays 

outstanding artistic and academic achievement and commitment in arts education in the Arab community. 

The student recipient, chosen at the end of the year, will receive the scholarship at the graduation ceremony 

and final exhibit in late August. 

Increasing the Impact of Arab Artists  

I.  Alumni Program 

This is the second year HaMidrasha’s Arab Alumni Forum is running and 

developing. This year's forum added 25 alumni from last year’s graduating 

class who were interested in taking part. The forum met throughout the first 

semester and included: a professional facilitator workshop for the 

advancement of artists, talks about a variety of problems that arise while 

teaching in schools, support in finding places for internships, providing 

recommendations for admissions to graduate studies in various institutions, 

advertising exhibitions by graduates, and more .  

The Forum opened an exhibit at the Umm El Fahm Art Gallery in November 2019. The exhibit was 

accompanied by a catalog of its works, an important tool for these young 

artists in promoting themselves. The exhibit attracted a large audience of 

visitors, many of whom purchased the catalog. The exhibition was 

mentioned in Guernica magazine. The exhibit was a successful and 

important event by all measures.  

An Alumni Forum's Exhibition is scheduled for 2020; due to the corona 

crisis, it is not yet known whether it will take place as planned. 

https://www.guernicamag.com/never-shalem/
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Conclusions 

Despite the challenges posed by the corona virus, this year we enjoyed numerous and important successes 

that indicate progress and development on several levels, among them: 

1. Soha Faroja, alumna of the first the preparatory program who graduated with a Bachelor and 

Master’s degree with Honors, began teaching a course in the preparatory program this year that 

integrates arts and education. Soha contributes greatly to the students from the knowledge she has 

gained and the fact that she has had similar life experiences to that of students of the preparatory 

program. 

2. Ala Haytham and Aysha E Arar, recent graduates of HaMidrasha, each received a financial grant this 

year from the Council for Culture and the Arts of Israel’s Lottery for the production of their solo 

exhibits. Last year Ala was the recipient of the Goldfarb Prize for Excellence and both Ala and Aysha 

exhibited their work in the Alumni Form’s Exhibition in Umm al-Fahm.  

3. Misk Masarwa and Eiram Agrabiya, graduates of the 2018-19 preparatory program, both received a 

10,000 NIS scholarship of excellence from the Council for Higher Education, toward their B.Ed.F.A. 

studies at HaMidrasha 

4. The grades and achievements of most of the Arab students improved as a direct result of the 

individual support provided by lecturer Saher Miari to these students. 

5. 13 graduating Arab students completed their studies successfully and join the Alumni Forum. 

6. Based on responses we received from numerous partnering high schools, the art days play an 

integral role in acquiring the art field as an important, relevant and innovative field with future 

employment opportunities. 

 

The program, in general and especially this past year, demonstrates its importance and contribution of 

adapting HaMidrasha to the Arab and Jewish multi-cultural audience and successfully integrating Arab 

students. Some activities are still underway, expected to conclude with the end of the academic year. 

Enclosed is this year’s budget. 

2020-21 Program 

In the 2020-21 academic year, we plan to continue the program’s activities described above in the second of 

the three-year program with new cohorts of students, pupils and communal participants. In addition, we 

seek to add the following two elements: 

Artist Workshop by an Arab Guest Lecturer 

In recent years, the need to integrate Arab lecturers within HaMidrasha has grown and for a number of 

reasons. Firstly, as an academic institution and faculty of arts that trains artists and art educators, it is 

important our faculty represent as much diversity of opinion and cultural backgrounds as possible. Secondly, 

our faculty and student body has grown increasingly mixed, with approximately 30% of our students coming 

from the Arab community. Lastly, as a place with a pluralistic agenda that educates for equal rights and 

opportunities, we believe it is important to reflect this value. That said, due to a period of massive financial 

cutbacks, including lowering the teaching hours for all lectures, it is incredibly difficult to bring in new 

lecturers, including the integration of new Arab lecturers. Without more Arab lecturers, we are not 

representing the values and vision we set out in society and before our students. The cost of a guest lecturer 

next year is approximately $8,570. 
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Arabic Version of HaMidrasha’s New Website 

HaMidrasha is preparing to build a new website on par with websites of the leading art schools in Israel and 

around the world. This is an important and necessary tool for any art school, and an expensive one as well. 

In line with our belief to fully represent all members of society, including our faculty and students, we would 

like to build HaMidrasha’s website in Arabic, to go alongside the Hebrew and English versions. The cost to 

build the website in Arabic is approximately $5,140.  

These endeavors, will join the existing program activities, in strengthening the eco-system for arts education 

in the surrounding central Arab communities and creating sustainable models of cross-cultural arts education 

that can radiate throughout Israel. We are incredibly grateful to PEF Israel Endowment Funds, Inc. for your 

continued support and partnership in this work as we bring arts and arts education to all members of Israeli 

society. 


