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Geoffrey Stern and I visited this 70 year old college near Kfar Sava and were given a thorough and
professional introduction to the facilities and select important staff. Sarah Kreimer, an Israeli originally
from the U.S., was well prepared and competent making this an especially worthwhile PEF visit.

Beit Berl College became a teachers’ college in the 1960’s and then a fully multi-disciplinary academic
college in 1979. The College focuses on attracting Israeli Jews and Israeli Arabs to learn together. It sees
education as a vehicle for social mobility. There are 700 professors, lecturers and field professionals.
Student enrollment is just over 11,000. Undergraduate, graduate and certificate degrees are offered in
three major faculties: Education, Social Sciences and Arts.

The faculty of Education trains 20% of all Israeli secular public school teachers in both the Jewish and
Arab sectors. The faculty of Social Sciences trains students in fields such as law enforcement, public
administration and information management. The Faculty of Arts has programs in painting, sculpture
and film.

Our first meeting was with Nir Hacohen, the Director General of Beit Berl, who had previously been
Commander of the Israeli Air Force Academy. A low key but intense man, he talked about his vision that
Beit Berl be a model for a shared society. His view is that Israeli Jews and Arabs urgently need to learn
each other’s language and culture, that the divided society of the present is not sustainable. Each must
keep its own identity but integrate into a shared Israeli society. Beit Berl, he said, is a unique model in
Israel where Israeli Arabs can learn in their own culture but be part of a multicultural institution. The
student body is 74 percent Jewish and 26 percent Arab. About one percent of the students are Haredim,
but they have a new program to provide more educators to the Haredi school systems. The College
offers a M.Ed. in educational counseling as well a B.Ed teaching certificate for Ultra-orthodox women.

We were then introduced to two particularly polite and friendly young women, one a professor and the
other a student. Both were from nearby Arab towns. They told us about their interest in cooperation
and collaboration between Israeli Jews and Arabs. The professor, Amani Aida, teaches one of the first
mixed classes. The master’s degree student, Adan Haj Yehia, is an English teacher in a Jewish school.
Both were clearly selected for their capability, but also perhaps for their apparent enthusiasm for the
objectives of the college. Unlike most of the Arab women students we saw, they were not wearing



hijabs. Perhaps they represented somewhat more of what Beit Berl wants to achieve than what they
currently do. They emphasized that they come from “open minded families that support co-existence”.

We then moved on to meet Dr. Gabriel Klasmer, the new Dean of the Art Faculty and Noemi Schory,
head of the Film School. Coincidently Geoffrey already knew Gabriel Klasmer who is a renowned Israeli
artist. That long standing connection brought extra warmth to our visit. Apparently the College is
educating artists who are achieving significant success, winning prizes at international competitions such
as the Venice Biennale. Ms. Schory also noted that in 2014 their graduates won the prize for the best
documentary film at the Haifa Film Festival for their film “Winding”. We toured the art and film facilities
which were somewhat less than impressive. Perhaps that supports their concept that there is a unique
Israeli artistic voice identified with the frugality of the establishment of the state. Or, just not much of a
budget. Apparently, the art school Bezalel is the leader in this area, but focuses less on developing art
teachers.

Beit Berl is not well known in the U.S. compared to other Israeli institutions of higher learning. Beit Berl
is a college and not a university. As such, it can offer masters degrees, but not doctorates. It is not
principally a research institution. Those we met talked of trying to expand the reach of the College. They
want to keep focusing on teaching teachers within the cross cultural context. Among their objectives are
exchange programs for students to go abroad and to host international students in Israel. They want to
expand their studios and technology. Art and film supplies are costly. They would like to provide more
scholarships. Hence, they are looking to PEF.

Overall, the meeting was informative and well organized, providing us with both an overview and insight
in just a few hours.

Tom Fleisch
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