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Strengthening Arts Education in Arab Society 2018-19: 
Report to PEF Israel Endowment Funds 

 
The Strengthening Arts Education in Arab Society program has attained significant achievements that 
collectively strengthen the place of arts education and culture in Arab society in the Triangle Region 
of Israel. The program is changing the face of arts education in the Triangle Region.  For the first time, 
an Arab high school in the Triangle Region opened an arts matriculation track, which is directed by 
an Arab graduate of HaMidrasha. 
 
HaMidrasha itself has become a beacon of cross-cultural arts education, with Arab students 
integrated throughout the programs of the Faculty, and courses reflecting the arts, not only of the 
western world, but the Arab world as well. 
 

I. Preparatory Programs for Arab Students 
In the eight years of the arts preparatory program, we have trained 86 students.  56 have graduated 
from HaMidrasha with a B.Ed.F.A., and some have gone on to achieve a Master's degree.  Over 25 of 
these graduates are currently teaching arts in Arab towns, in formal and informal education 
frameworks, as well as in Jewish schools, and a hospital pediatric ward.   
 

Arts 
In the 2018-19 academic year, 14 Arab students successfully 
completed the preparatory program.  We were able to take the 
students to visit museums and artists' studios, meeting with 
veteran Arab artists.  This added an important dimension of role 
modeling. 
 

Film 
Six talented Arab students (two men and four women) are 
currently studying in the second cohort of the Film Preparatory 
program.  They are from Yaffo, as well as towns in the Triangle Region – from Jisr e-Zerka to Tira and 
Taybe.  Please see the film we made for recruitment: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tfrwmE3EeDs&feature=youtu.be 
 

Based on the lessons learned in last year's pilot program, 
we decided to continue with the intensive summer format 
again this year.  This format allows for a strong experiential 
component that draws the students into the atmosphere 
of filmmaking.  Students are studying a 200-hour 
curriculum (three days/ week, seven hours/day) over 10 
weeks from July to mid-September.   This allows graduates 
to prepare a portfolio and apply to the Film Department in 
the 2019-20 academic year.   
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Throughout the year, the program coordinators carried out 
film outreach programs in the high schools and community 
centers of the Triangle Region, in order to raise awareness 
about cinema and filmmaking and its use in various walks of 
life. 
 
 
 

 
II. Academic and Cross-Cultural Enrichment for Students in HaMidrasha 
 

Cross-Cultural Student Teaching 
Arab and Jewish students teach together in the first and third year of their studies.  First year students 
taught together in the A-Zahara Elementary School in Tira.  Arab students are able to lead in teaching 
in Arabic, while the Jewish students, with more art experience, support in practical work.  This year, 
2 Dutch exchange students joined the student teaching, adding an international dimension to the 
cross-cultural work. In their third year of studies, 15 Jewish and Arab students taught together in Tel 
Aviv's "Ironi Hey" high school, combining art and the teaching of Arabic. 
 
The Arab students do their main student teaching at Al Majd middle school in Taybe, under the 
supervision of Manar Zoabi.  This year, we were able to bring the pupils to HaMidrasha for an 
intensive multi-media arts workshop.  

 
The  Jacob and Malka Goldfarb Prize for Excellence in Teaching 
This year's winner was Elaa Haytam from Taybe.  Studying in the Honor's Program at HaMidrasha, 
she stood out from the beginning – both in her own artwork, and in her teaching.  She invested in 
drawing out the best from her pupils, and inspiring them. She will participate in the Alumni Exhibition 
in Umm el Fahm in November. 
 

Artivism: Courses in Thought and Action 
We were able to expand the Artivism program of last year – documenting Palestinian art in Israel.  
Soon, an e-booklet will be produced, compiling all the knowledge gained in this 2-year project. 
 
This year, third-year Jewish and Arab students worked together with HaMidrasha lecturer, Pnina 
Bachar, to create a community art gallery in a school in Kfar Saba.  This gallery showed (for the first 
time) works of the pupils, of Jewish and Arab students of HaMidrasha, and is now open for the works 
of parents, grandparents and community members.   The pupils learned how to curate, and how to 
involve the community in gallery talks, spurring community involvement in art. 
  
In addition, Jewish and Arab students made videos, examining issues of gender as seen through the 
works of Israeli artists – evening program in Shapiro neighborhood of Tel Aviv (café) 
 
Please note: the artivism projects this year were funded by the Council of Higher Education, allowing 
us to shift funding from the Goldfarb Foundation to the work with alumni. These funds have been 
put aside for the upcoming exhibition of alumni work in the Umm el Fahm Gallery in November 
(details below). 
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Museum Docent Training 
The museum docent training program for Arab 
students is opening the world of art museums to Arab 
pupils.  This year, we expanded the program to be an 
academic course for 2nd year students, taught by 
Saher Miari, a pedagogical supervisor at HaMidrasha.  
At Tel Aviv Museum, the museum staff taught various 
approaches to museum guiding, throughout a number 
of wings of the museum.  At the end of the course, the 
students guided classes from Amal High School and Al 
Majd Middle School (Taybe), and Tomahshin Science 
High School (Qalansuwa), creating a new art 
experience for 100 young people.  The students 

reported feeling empowered by the entire experience, which deepened their own knowledge and 
understanding of classical and contemporary art. 
 

Academic Support 
HaMidrasha's pedagogical supervisor, Saher Miari, went beyond last year's mentoring and tutoring 
and created an academic support program for the Arab students.  This has improved student 
understanding by a quantum leap, helping the students grasp the material, and participate more fully 
in class. 
 
We translated a number of exams into Arabic.  Although students answered the exams in Hebrew, 
this enabled them to make sure that they fully understood the questions.  In addition, we translated 
the exhibits of HaMidrasha Gallery in Tel Aviv into Arabic, opening the Gallery more fully to the Arab 
public. 
 
As part of making the curriculum more multi-cultural, we hosted guest lecturers including veteran 
Arab-Israelis artists: Iyad Kaadan, Abeer Hadad, Rafaat Hatib, Amer Abdel-Rahman 
 

Alumni Forum *NEW* 
In order to support our Arab graduates to find their place in the world of Israeli art, we established, 
for the first time, an alumni forum.  This forum developed unexpectedly in order to answer the needs 
and requests of alumni.  
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The forum met twice over the year, and allowed graduates to discuss the difficulties of being pioneers 
both in teaching and creating art; as well as opportunities for continued professional development.  
Ron Amir led a workshop in how to develop a professional art portfolio, and how and where to apply 
for exhibitions and prizes.   
 
One concrete result of the Forum is the exhibition planned at the Umm el Fahm Gallery in November.  
The opening is planned for November 2019.  Next year, we aim to expand the Forum to include 
meetings with established artists, tours and workshops. 
 

III. Incorporating Arts in the Education System in the Triangle Region 
Creative Thinking and Art Days   
The creative thinking and art days continue to 
bring arts and arts education to the high schools of 
the Triangle Region.  These activities are gaining a 
strong reputation. The Al Qasemi school requested 
2 Art Days, in order to allow all classes in the grade 
to participate.   We held 8 Art Days in:  Al Qasemi 
(Baka el Gharbiye), Amal (Tira), Amal (Qalansuwa), 
HaGiva (Faradis), Al Majd (Taybe), Tomahshin 
Science School (Qalansuwa).  This year, we hosted 
a Druze high school from Ramat HaGolan:  
Experimental High School in Masadeh. 
 

High School Matriculation Tracks 
For the first time, an Arab high school in the Triangle Region opened a matriculation track in art.  With 
the support and encouragement of HaMidrasha, Atid Taybe opened a track in the Art of Design, with 
15 10th grade pupils.  These pupils will continue studying through 12th grade; and next year, a new 
10th grade cohort will begin.  
 
Shada Baransi, 2016 graduate of HaMidrasha, and herself a graduate of Atid Taybe, became the first 
director of the new matriculation track.  With the Foundation's support, we were able to provide the 
help of Saher Miari, who has accompanied Shada in dealing with issues throughout the year.  Saher 
himself leads a design track in an Arab school in the Western Galilee.  In the coming year, Shada and 
the school hope to raise awareness of the track and its value -- in middle schools, and among parents. 
 
By combining arts and design, the track benefits from the support of two sections of the Ministry of 
Education.  This enabled the school to equip two spaces in the school: with arts materials, and 
computerized design equipment.  HaMidrasha raised funds from an Israeli foundation, Mubadarat, 
to more fully equip the track over the coming 3 years.   
 
In addition, Ron is working with the Ministry of Education and three Israeli foundations – Mubadarat, 
Schocken, Rothschild Caesarea – to translate the teaching materials of the national arts matriculation 
track into Arabic, making this material available to Arab schools nationwide. 
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Public Outreach  
A public outreach campaign is now underway in Arabic to bring students for the 2019-20 preparatory 
program.  Over the last months, HaMidrasha faculty participated in five higher education fairs in Arab 
towns throughout the Triangle Region. 
 

Budget Report 

Expenses 
Planned  
Budget Expenses Paid 

Program Manager 15,628 17,206 

Scholarships 17,810 17,805 

Goldfarb Prize for Excellence in Arts Education  685 685 

Cross-cultural practice teaching  4,384 2,094 

Creative Thinking & Art Days  incl. transportation & 
materials 9,726 11,391 

Museum docent training incl. transportation 2,466 4,142 

Preparatory arts program enrichment activities 1,370 825 

Academic support: mentoring, tutoring, translation 6,301 4,976 

Guest lecturers 1,644 662 

Public outreach & marketing 10,959 8,121 

Artivism Arab culture curriculum support 4,110 0 

Arab preparatory film program support 25,000 25,000 

Alumni arts exhibition in Umm el Fahm Gallery 0 7,056 

Overhead 15% 15,012 14,995 

Total Expenses $115,094 $114,958 

    
Income   
 Jacob and Malka Goldfarb Foundation  100,000 100,000 

 PEF Israel Endowment Funds 15,000 15,000 

Total Income $115,000 $115,000 

      

Budget based on a $1=3.65 ILS exchange rate     

 


