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Strengthening Arts Education in Arab Society in Israel 

Report of Activities 2015-2016 

 

"Strengthening Arts Education in Arab Society" originated to expand arts education in Arab society in 

the central region of Israel, allowing more Arab young people to express themselves through the arts 

and to pursue careers in the arts, ultimately strengthening the place of Arab society in the sphere of 

Israeli arts and culture.  HaMidrasha discovered the need to create arts education in high schools and 

the concept of art among educational and cultural leaders in the region (today no art matriculation 

tracks exist in Arab schools in the Triangle region).  The pilot program, set out to test how best to 

develop an infrastructure for arts in the Arab 

community, designing a program to create 

awareness, introducing arts to pupils and 

administrators, and establishing art infrastructure 

within the Arab education system.  Over the span 

of the year, the program worked through three 

channels to build awareness and exposure to arts 

education and its importance among high school 

pupils, teachers and administrators in Arab 

society in Israel and promote the integration of 

Arab students into the arts education framework. 

I. Preparatory Art Program for Arab Students 

Five years ago, as a result of cooperation between the Arab Institute for Education and the Faculty of 

Arts  HaMidrasha, Beit Berl College launched a preparatory program for high school graduates in the 

Arab community interested in studying arts and art education at the collegiate level.   Program 

participants meet three times a week to study theoretical studies of art history, education and 

Hebrew, and practice the art of painting, drawing, sculpture and photography for a total of 18 credit 

hours.  Today, 70 percent of the graduates are accepted to the full academic program.  Given the 

program requires an additional year of studies and associated costs, this is no small achievement.  

 

The preparatory program has proven to be an important resource in increasing enrollment of Arab 

students in the Bachelor of Education in Fine Arts (B.Ed.F.A.) program: it is a rich and effective 

preparation for students that would otherwise not have access to arts education to study in college.  

As a result of the preparatory program, there is a steady stream of students prepped to begin art 

studies at the collegiate level.   In fact, other institutions of higher art studies have since opened 

preparatory programs for Arab students, understanding the significance and potential of the program.  

There has been significant change over the past five years as a direct result of the preparatory 

program, and the College is committed to continuing this development. 

  

This year marks the graduation of the preparatory program's first class of Arab students, with 13 Arab 

students graduating with a Bachelor of Education in Fine Arts - B.Ed.F.A. from HaMidrasha.  Today, 

one in four students of HaMidrasha's B.Ed.F.A. program are Arab students, exceeding the Arab 

population's portion of the Israeli population.  This is a remarkable achievement among Israeli art 

schools.  With the help of HaMidrasha's Director of Education Studies, Dr. Vered Heruti, Head of the 

Arab Institute, Dr. Ali Watad, and the students' own personal outreach to schools, all 13 students have 

Pupils' artwork hanging in their high school foyer 
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secured part-time art education positions in a wide range of communities, from nearby Taybe, Tira 

and Umm el Fahm, to the mixed cities of Lod and Tel Aviv-Yafo, and even a Jewish school in the nearby 

moshav, Tsofit.  This is an incredible accomplishment and indication of what is to come.   

 

The graduation ceremony and final student art exhibition this year reflected the multi-cultural 

character that has developed at HaMidrasha with Jewish and Arab families mingling at the event, 

Arabic and Hebrew used at the graduation ceremony, reporting of the event in the Arab press, and the 

mayor of the neighboring Arab town of Tira participating for the first time. 

 

II. Creative Thinking & Art Experience 

The second channel created was "Creative Thinking and Art Days."  The purpose and nature of these 

one-day workshops was to expose the high school pupils to the subject of art - conceptually, creatively 

and experientially - and equally important, to expose the school's staff and administration to art 

studies and art education on a high professional level.  Ron Amir, an award-winning photographer and 

art teacher at HaMidrasha, delicately and skillfully executed three successful art days at different Arab 

high schools in the Triangle region.   

 The schools that participated - Atid in Taybe, Amal 

in Qalansuwa, and Makif in Kfar Qassem – were 

selected after meetings with numerous principals 

and pedagogical coordinators.  The art days were 

delivered by a professional staff comprised of 

HaMidrasha lecturers Rinat Kotler and Anisa Ashkar, 

and fourth-year students Varek Jaber, Maya Zahavi, 

Suha Farugia, Maysam Sarsur and Sujud Badir.  The 

Arab students that took part in the program were 

graduates of the high schools where the workshops 

were held. 

60 students participated in each of the three art days.  The students were selected by the school 

based on their expressed desire and curiosity to take part.  Each art day opened with a meeting and 

discussion with the Arab artist and lecturer Anisa Ashkar.  The students were then divided into groups 

where they took part in practical workshops in photography, surrealism, and active painting.  Changing 

the use of two classrooms for the day, one space became a painting room filled with acrylic paint and 

drawing sheets for the group of pupils to actively painting while music played in the background.  The 

second classroom was converted into a 

photography studio where pupils first 

photographed facial features using their personal 

phones and later incorporated the phone in photos 

using a professional camera.  The pupils created 

original collages, inspiring and full of humor.  The 

actual products of the workshops were fascinating, 

beautiful and full of social statements.  The 

workshop concluded with the display of all the art 

products and discussion with the pupils.   

Pupils painting as part of the Creative Thinking & Art Experience 

Pupils taking part in a photography workshop 
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The Creative Art Days were a resounding success by all accounts.  The pupils had a new, eye-opening 

experience with art, and all that went into it, and HaMidrasha established a real connection with the 

high schools teachers and administrators (See 

testimonials enclosed).  HaMidrasha views these 

days as a first step in building trust and a 

continuous and long-term cooperation, bringing 

art studies to these schools.  In the coming year, 

HaMidrasha would like to assist these schools in 

the process of establishing art matriculation 

tracks through the Ministry of Education, 

thereby bringing scores of Arab young people 

into the world of art, and utilizing the talents of 

the new Arab graduates of HaMidrasha alumni.   

III. Engaging Arab Principals and Government Ministries 

In order to advance these efforts, outreach funds were used to defray the costs of materials, allowing 

an Arab elementary school to host Jewish and Arab student teachers of HaMidrasha in doing their 

practice teaching in Taybe.  The fourth and final art day has been transformed into a seminar with high 

school principals and administrators, municipal leaders and representatives from the Arab education 

system to discuss the importance of art and art education in Arab society and ways by which to 

incorporate into the education and 

communities.  Having taken into account the 

school calendar, Ramadan holiday and summer 

break, the conference is being scheduled for 

November, 2016, after the commencement of 

the academic year.  We are now in discussions 

with the Society and Youth Administration of 

the Ministry of Education to explore how the 

Administration may use HaMidrasha graduates 

in expanding cultural activities in Arab 

communities. 

 

V.  Outreach to Arab Communities 

In order to raise awareness for the power of the arts and importance of arts education in Arab society 

in Israel, HaMidrasha set out to map the major stakeholders in the communities.  The endeavor began 

this year with extensive mapping of the different entities involved in promoting the arts in the 18 Arab 

towns of the Northern and Southern Triangle region.  Executed by Ayman Samara, CEO of Samara 

Marketing and Beit Berl College's Public Relations representative in the Arab community, Ayman 

mapped 60 key stakeholders including community centers, local Arab artists, galleries, educators, 

after-school programs, and municipal leaders.  He also completed a mapping of Arab schools that have 

demonstrated a particular interest promoting greater activity in the arts.  The mapping was useful in 

guiding Ron's work, and in inviting key stakeholders from the Arab community to this year's 

graduation event.   

Pupils proudly displaying their painting 

Principal viewing the pupils' work 
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In addition, Ron has taken it upon himself to explore possible connections and opportunities for 

HaMidrasha with a range of individuals and bodies in Arab communities.  Currently, Ron is in 

discussion with the Head of the Taibeh Mifal HaPayis community center, which stages a yearly art 

competition for middle school students from the area, and the Head of Informal Education in the 

Municipality of Baqa Al-Gharbiyya with the hope of working together with students and graduates in 

the future. 

 

Looking Ahead 

Strengthening Arts Education in Arab Society has strengthened HaMidrasha.  This is clearly visible 

quantitatively with the marked increase in the number of Arab students, but also qualitatively with the 

introduction of a dialogue among Arab and Jewish students that didn't previously exist before studying 

and working together.  Today, Strengthening Arts Education in Arab Society is part and parcel of the 

identity of HaMidrasha as an institution of higher education that aspires to break new ground as a 

multi-cultural educational center bringing together students from all sectors of Israeli society.  As 

such, next year HaMidrasha will seek to: increase representation of Arabs in the Faculty of 

HaMidrasha; strengthen the partnership started with  the three local Arab high schools, including 

assisting them in the process of launching art matriculation tracks in their schools, as well as 

expanding to two additional high schools; providing greater financial assistance to preparatory 

program participants as well as support for art materials for the practical teacher training;  continue 

raising awareness and exposure for arts and arts education in local Arab communities; as well as 

continued resources in identifying and pursuing public and private funding.  
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Creative Art Day Testimonials 

A sampling of the feedback received from the "Creative Thinking & Art Days" held at three Arab high 

schools in the area. 

 

As the Principal of the Makif High School in Kfar Qassem, I, along with the school staff, had the 

pleasure of hosting you. Your activities left a hugely positive impression upon the students, the subject 

of art interested them and they drew inspiration and motivation to delve into the subject and the 

discipline.  I personally intend to work to open a new matriculation track in arts in the belief that the 

discipline of art, and interest in it, adds luster to our individual life and to our society. Stay strong! 

 

Ayad Amer  

Principal, Makif High School, Kfar Qassem 

 

We would like to thank you and your wonderful staff on the experiential art day that you held here, 

the exposure to art broadened the students' horizons, prompted curiosity and encouraged them to 

dare and to try to express themselves and to discover within them the power and ability they did not 

know existed. 

 

Following this day, we opened the project, "The Young Artist," for the students who participated in the 

art day and for all who were interested, in order to encourage and support them in their talents, and 

to further expose them to the subject and field.  We did this from the belief that art contributes a 

great deal to them, to their cognitive and emotional development, and holds inspiration. We would be 

very pleased to receive further contribution and help towards the success of the project. 

 

Haj Yihai Lama 

Pedagogical Coordinator 

 

Impressions from the activities of the Creative Thinking and Art Day 

Amal High School, Qalansuwa April 20, 2016 

 

Creative Thinking and Art Day was a unique and special experience for the students of Alma 

Qalansuwa attended by sixty 10th grade students.  I felt the joy and interest of the students as I walked 

between the workshops - painting and photography are not to be taken for granted and rare in high 

schools, especially in the teaching community such as our community, hence our exposure to these 

subjects was very important and necessary. 

 

I hope this cooperation will continue despite the physical limitations we encountered at our school of 

not having a suitable auditorium for such activities.  As such, I suggest this day should be held at the 

Beit Berl College for the participation of a select group of students based on their interest in art.  This 

way, we will achieve greater quality and the students will be exposed to a college and its faculties up 

close.  

 

Regards, 

Jiyosi Ahmed, Amal Qalansuwa  
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Participants of the 2015-16 Arts Preparatory Program 

Eight talented young people were accepted into the Art Preparatory Program for Arab Students.  

Below is the list of students, all women, and their career goals: 

 

1) Sahar Masarwe, 20 from Taybe:  After receiving a B.Ed.F.A., Sahar wants to become an art 

teacher.  She understands the low level of awareness concerning the arts in Arab society, and 

plans to make an impact on the education system.  

2) Ghadir Masarwe, 22 from Taybe:  Ghadir would like to continue her studies at HaMidrasha 

and become a school art teacher.  She plans to continue her studies towards a Master's 

degree in Art Therapy: M.A.A.T.   

3) Hanin Saida, 19 from Jatt:  After completing a B.Ed.F.A., Hanin plans to study towards a 

M.A.A.T.   

4) Siwar Rabus, 20 from Qalansuwa:  After completing a B.Ed.F.A., Siwar plans to pursue a 

M.A.A.T.   

5) Ejmail Bouran, 20 from Taybe:  Ejmail wants to teach art in high school and, after earning a 

B.Ed.F.A., raise the level of  arts education in the Arab education system.   

6) Duha Baransi, 21 from Taybe:  Duha is not sure she wants to be an art teacher, but is open to 

considering the possibility in the future.  She wants to continue her studies towards a M.A.A.T.  

7) Nidal Abu Hijly, 18 from Jaljuliya: After completing a B.Ed.F.A., Nidal wants to pursue a 

M.A.A.T.   

8) Sojoud B'dir, 25 from Kfar Qassem: Upon finishing her B.Ed.F.A., Sojoud wants to work as a 

teacher.  She plans to pursue a graduate degree. 

 

 


