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Herzog Hospital strives to achieve 
optimum recovery for patients through 
comprehensive diagnosis, effective 
treatment and research. 

Performed by highly dedicated 
professional staff, it specializes in 
geriatric, neurological and 
psychiatric care that results in the 
restoration of dignity, hope and 
appreciable quality of life. 





Building a Synagogue in Herzog 
Hospital’s New Medical Pavilion 
 
Specially Designed to Accommodate 
the Elderly In Wheelchairs and Walkers 
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The Sarah Herzog Memorial Hospital, established in 1894 as the Ezrath Nashim, is today 
one of Israel’s foremost centers for geriatric and mental health care, combining 
exceptional medical care with outstanding research achievements. It treats the effects of 
advancing age and mental instability with the best medical technologies available, 
combined with professional expertise and compassion. To meet the increasing challenges 
of health care in Israel, Herzog Hospital is currently in the midst of major expansion which 
will substantially add to its existing 330 beds. 

The Hospital comprises two major divisions of inpatient care: the Division of Geriatrics 
with ten departments of multi-faceted care, including a Children’s Respiratory Department 
(one of only two in the country) and a Division of Psychiatry with three departments. 

Ambulatory care is provided in a number of clinics in the community, such as the Israel 
Center for the Treatment of Psychotrauma, the “Etgar” Clinic for the care of behavioral 
disorders in Children (such as ADHD) and the Community Mental Health Center. 

The clinical center for Brain Research focuses on understanding the disease processes 
prevalent in the hospital’s patient population, namely psychiatry, behavior, ageing, 
dementias and many other areas. 

Herzog Hospital is a teaching hospital of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem Faculty of 
Medicine, as well as a teaching site for many of the paramedical specialties (such as 
psychology, social work, nutrition etc.). The hospital also trains residents in the specialties 
of geriatrics and psychiatry. 

The current building was designed in the late 1950s and built during the ‘60s as a 
psychiatric hospital. Due to this, and the fact that at the time most psychiatric patients 
were young and physically healthy, the building was not designed to house patients with 
physical disabilities. In the mid 1970s, the hospital underwent conversion into what has 
become a major geriatric center, in addition to continuing to maintain a significant 
psychiatric component. 

Almost since its construction, it has been adapting to meet changing needs, 
yet no money was available for investing in the building itself. Thus, over 
the years, the hospital has fallen behind in its physical capability to cope 
with the needs of the geriatric and psychiatric patients. As a result, the 
outpatient clinics have had to be located off hospital grounds in rented 
accommodations. 

With the help of donations over the last few years we have managed to 
repair and upgrade much of the existing facility but that has not changed 
the basic structure which is woefully inadequate for current needs. 
 



The New 
Medical Pavilion  

A major donation has now enabled us to embark upon the construction of the 
new Medical Pavilion. The donation has covered the costs of  the initial 
planning, excavation, development  and frame of the building. 

We are currently raising funds to construct and 
furnish the various floors and departments, which are 
all available for naming. 

The building will comprise 6 full floors of patient departments. Each floor, 
measuring over 2,200 sq. meters, will house up to 72 beds in facilities 
incorporating the latest in hospital design and technological infra-structure. The 
new Medical Pavilion will enable the hospital to expand to fulfill the needs of 
the 21st century with the ever-growing elderly population, including many 
Holocaust survivors. 
The patient floors will  house two departments to each floor with 28-36 patients 
to each department. The major departments will be; Psychogeriatrics  (catering 
mainly to patients with dementias such as Alzheimer’s disease); an expansion of 
the Adult Respiratory Department (the hospital currently houses over 110 
patients of all ages on respirators - the largest concentration of its kind in the 
country); a Complex Nursing Department (which includes units for Pressure 
Sores, Nutrition, Brain Cancer Care and End-of-Life Hospice); Acute Geriatric 
Internal Medicine; Dialysis and Geriatric Rehabilitation. Each floor will also have 
a dining/TV area and a day room, treatment rooms, and staff offices. An 
expanded Respiratory Care Department for children will be located on the top 
floor. 
An Underground Emergency Hospital, to house and treat patients in their beds, 
will be constructed in one of the two basement levels and will be equipped 
accordingly using the latest protective equipment. This is a direct result of the 
recent  conflicts,  as  building  requirements  for hospitals have  been  revised  to 

include  expanded  shelters  for  the  protection  of  patients  and  staff 
from  rocket  fire.  An  expanded  Radiology  Suite  and  a  Synagogue  will 
be built into the side of the mountain on one of the hospitalization floors 
and will also double as a shelter in case of attack. Another basement level 
will house the technical support equipment such as generators, 
compressors etc. 
 

The new pavilion is being designed and 
constructed as a “green” building, the first hospital 
in Israel designed from the “ground-up” to be 
environmentally friendly. 



“For My House Shall be a House of Prayer for all People” (Isaiah 56.5)  

For many of the patients and their families the synagogue continues to play as important a role in their lives as it did before the 
hospitalization. It thus goes without saying that a synagogue is an essential service, even, or possibly especially, in a hospital. At 
Herzog, with its large number of elderly patients in wheelchairs or using walkers, an easily accessible synagogue taking their needs 
into consideration is imperative. In the existing synagogue Shabbat and holiday services are conducted in an atmosphere befitting the 
spiritual and religious needs of the congregants. 
 
The new synagogue will be located on the first hospitalization floor in the new medical pavilion, and on the same floor as the two 
internal gardens, one of which is opposite the entrance to the synagogue, so that we can install a sukkah there. The synagogue also 
has a smaller garder attached, suitable for a small sukkah and “kidushim”.  
 
* This synagogue will be especially designed to accommodate the needs of its elderly patients who use walkers or are confined to 
wheelchairs.  
* There will be wider spacing between each row of seats, enabling patients using walkers to enter into each row easily.  
* The bimah will be built at a slightly lower height with a ramp leading up to it. This will enable people in wheelchairs to ascend to  the 
bimah to receive an Aliyah without having to get out of their wheelchair.  
* The Aron Kodesh will be built at a slightly lower level, enabling the wheelchair bound to easily access the Torah.  
* There will be specially designed chairs to make it easier for the elderly to sit and get up. Seats and walls will have side railings     
* Handicap accessible toilets adjacent to the synagogue 
 
We will work with the donor in the overall design of the synagogue. 
 
This handicap accessible synagogue could also be used by the community for those men and women looking for a place to pray that is 
accommodating to those in wheelchairs and using walkers. 
   
The size of the new synagogue will be about 100 square meters, with room for about 50 people in the men’s and women’s sections. 



The synagogue will also be an integral part of Herzog Hospital’s spiritual support program for its patients and their families. The 
program focuses on two main aspects: the first – the staff’s knowledge of the spiritual and religious background and needs of 
the individual, and those of his family.  
The second aspect is providing multi-disciplinary health care within the hospital, while relating to the spiritual needs of the 
patient and his family on a continuing and long term basis, as needed. Specially trained spiritual supporters work in different 
hospital departments and have become part of the routine health care interaction with patients, families and staff.  Special 
Oneg Shabbat programs are held in all departments with students from local yeshivas specifically coming to join with the 
patients to pray on Shabbat and holidays in the synagogue. 
 
Part of Herzog Hospital’s philosophy is to utilize all elements available in treating its patients. Many researchers have come to 
the conclusion that nature plays a therapeutic role for the patient’s  psychological, emotional and spiritual needs.  Findings 
indicate that parks and other natural environments play a vital role in human health and well-being through providing access to 
nature.  A ‘healing garden’ is planned adjacent to the new synagogue to enable patients and families a place for spiritual 
reflection.  



The Herzog Hospital is seeking support to cover the cost of building and naming the synagogue at the Hospital.  
We will work with the donor on a multi-year payment schedule. In recognition of this generous donation,  
the donor will be honored by naming the synagogue according to his wishes. 
The attached garden will also be available for naming. 

Budget (in dollars)* 
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
         *Note that the budget does not include major furniture and especially the Bimah, Aron Hakodesh and the 

Sifrei Torah, which will be offered separately depending on the design and the donor's wishes.  
  
       ** Based on ROE 3.6NIS/$ and VAT 18% 

Amount in US$ 

660,000 Synagogue (include fixed furniture) 

100,000 Garden 

45,000 - 75,000 Bimah 

50,000 – 80,000 Aron Kodesh 

15,000 – 25,000 Ner Tamid 

40,000 – 60,000 Sefer Torah 

910,000 – 1,910,000 Total 



Proposed plan for synagogue of the Samson Medical Pavilion   
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