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Mr. Geoffrey Stern  

President P.E.F. 

630 Third Ave. Floor #15  

New York, NY 10017 

 

Dear Mr. Stern, 
 

February 22
nd

  , 2017 

 

Re: Grant Request: Medical Assistance for Homeless and At-Risk Children & Youth in Need  

 

Firstly, we wish to thank the PEF for your help and support providing our donors the tax deductible 

receipts as well as granting our children a yearly substantial amount that helps them in their daily 

struggles – in overcoming their emotional difficulties, narrow their educational gaps and feel loved.  

As you already know, Hamifal’s children and youth derive from unimaginable backgrounds of hardship 

and neglect – and with your help and others we are able to path their way for a better future.  

 

Since PEF and Hamifal have such longstanding relations, I do hope that on your next visit to Israel you 

and any other board's members on your behalf, will be able to visit one of our Children’s Villages. This 

will enable you to see, from up close, the educational and rehabilitative work that our dedicated 

employees are doing for the sake of each and every one of our kids. 

 

As you know, Hamifal receives some form of government assistance (under the supervision of the 

Ministry of Education). The budget we receive from the government for the medical needs of our 

children is 13.10 NIS per month per child (about $ 3.50) consequently, it is not surprising that we find it 

difficult to provide our children various medical needs, especially those that are not covered by the 

HMO. 
 

Therefore, we would like to turn to you with a special request in order to help us meet our 

responsibilities in meeting the medical needs of these children. Furthermore, to ensure that all our 

children with medical conditions both large and small, will be properly treated so they have the 

opportunity to develop and grow in a healthy manner.  

 

Target population  

 

367 children out of 948 living in all of our residential care frameworks have medical conditions that 

required  special treatment.  

 

Our children and youth derive from diverse backgrounds: neglect and/or rejection from primary 

caregiver, severe education gaps and learning difficulties, victims of physical, mental and sexual 

abuse, new immigrants amongst others. At Hamifal, we see it as our duty to rehabilitate these children 

and youth and ensure they have the opportunity to be raised in stable and loving environments.  

 

Currently Hamifal operates 9 Children's Villages and 6 Family Group Homes serving 948 

children at risk.  
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Grant Request  

 

Medical Care for homeless children and children in all Hamifal Residential Homes 

 

As described above our children come from a very deprived background some of them have  long-

term and complex medical conditions that may require on-going support, medicines or care to keep 

them well. Others may require monitoring and intervention from time to time. Furthermore, due to 

their medical conditions some of the children are effected by further struggle such as bullying and 

thus develop additional emotional disorders such as anxiety or depression. 
 

Hamifal receives some form of government assistance, however we are still in need of funds to 

cover the multiple needs of our children. Many medical treatments such as emotional counseling 

and prescribed medications are not covered by the Ministry of Health and the medical budget we 

received is only 13 NIS a month per child. With this budget Hamifal is supposed to cover all the 

medical needs of the child including medication, dental treatment, skin care (eczema, psoriasis and 

acne), and special counseling/therapy. It is common knowledge that even the most basic pain-

killers in Israel cost more than 13 NIS.  

 

Today, Hamifal has 367 children and youth that require medication. Unfortunately, due to the 

lack of resources in our budget we cannot purchase all necessary medication to cover their needs 

and thus, support their full rehabilitation. Additionally, in most cases accompanying therapeutic 

medical care is essential to their recuperation.  

 

Dina* is a 16 year old girl who was placed in one of Hamifal's Villages 7 years ago. At the 

beginning of the school year, she had many ups and downs in her behavior and had social- 

functioning problems. Throughout her conversations with the village therapeutic staff 

(social worker and psychologist) she displayed and expressed an increase in feelings of 

sadness which led her to be on suicidal-watch. She complained of headaches, lack of 

energy as  well as, the  desire to sleep all day, a lack in appetite and refusal of leaving her 

room. Due to her fragile emotional condition as well as physical health we referred her to 

a medical doctor and a psychiatrist. The psychiatrist recommended medical treatment 

and hospitalization if necessary. Following Dina’s father's refusal to cooperate with the 

proposed treatment plan, it was decided that Dina return home for a limited period and 

would maintain contact with the local Psychiatrist. Dina underwent an additional 

diagnosis which stated that Dina suffered from depression and was in need for 

medication, an psychiatric follow up. It was decided that the village was the best place for 

her to fully rehabilitated and  Hamifal provided her with the suggested health plan that 

included the appropriate medication and psychological treatment.  

Dina improved significantly. She returned to school, narrowed her educational gaps and 

is greatly achieving at school (100 in mathematics). Dina continues her regular discussions 

with the Village's psychologist, her mood has improved, she is functioning much better 

and will continue to be monitored. 

 

Without the help of donations, Dina would not have been able to receive the psychiatric care 

and program that Hamifal provided her with.  
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At the beginning of this school year (2016-7) we received a new child in one of our 

frameworks. Leah* just turned 11 and comes from a background of severe socio-economic 

hardship and struggle. Her Mother is a single-parent and she has never had any contact with 

her biological father. Leah was born with developmental delays, and was constantly 

monitored by the Association of Child Development . Recently, Endocrinologists 

recommended a growth-hormone treatment plan. The cost of this medication is 600NIS per 

month and requires injecting the medication once a day. Due to the high cost of this 

medication Leah’s mother could not afford to look after her and thus, Leah was left 

neglected and untreated. In the last diagnosis with Specialists, Leah weighed 24Kg (53lbs) 

and had not gained any weight in a whole year.  

According to the Endocrinologist, Leah requires the Hormone Treatment Plan urgently for 

the next four years. Without this vital medication Leah is in danger of delayed development 

and thus  numerous further issues that are at risk of developing as she lacks these hormones.  

Leah not only struggles medicinally from her condition but, also socially at school. Her 

growth impediment is visible on the outside as well as the inside and thus, also suffers from 

low self-esteem and bullying at school.  

 

Help us Help Leah in enabling her to flourish into a young girl just like her peers!  

 

These stories are only a few examples of what we are facing on a day to day basis 

 

Our annual expenses for medical needs is about 480,000NIS 

  

These medical treatments are a must and we therefore request a grant in the sum of: $ 25,000 

or in raising  as much funds as possible so these children will receive their medical treatment 

that is essential to their healthy growth, development and rehabilitation.   

 

 

 

 

 

Your Sincerely, 

 

Mr. Moshe Dolev 

Director General 

 

 

 

 

CC.  

Ms. Efrat Angel Katzur- Director of Fundraising and Public Relations 

Ms. Natali Zekaria - Fundraising & External Relations Coordinator  

 

 
*The names have been fabricated due to the Children Protection Law 
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