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The Restoration and Preservation of
the Archaeological Garden at Herzog Hospital

1. Archaeological Site
Herzog Hospital, located in the Jerusalem neighborhood of Givat Shaul, is home to a very special
archaeological site. Based on the evidence, archeologists believe it to be the remnants of a fortified
agricultural farm, in existence for some 800 years, from the Hasmonean period to the late Byzantine
(200 BC - 600 AD). Some postulate that it may have served as a guard post during the Roman era. Dr.
Amit Reem, the Jerusalem District Archaeologist of the Israel Antiquities Authority, writes that it is "a
magnificent archaeological site, of extraordinary importance….”
Herzog Hospital intends to develop the site, undertaking the required work to strengthen and preserve

existing structures. The plan will be developed under the supervision of the Israel Antiquities Authority.

The proposed Archaeological Garden is being developed in order to serve the public interest and will be

integrated into the current hospital site.

Herzog Hospital, about to celebrate the 120th anniversary of its founding, wants to preserve the history

of more than 2,200 years contained in its courtyard. The history of the site will be preserved through

the provision of educational activities for the community. This effort will be developed through the

collaboration of a number of bodies including the Israel Antiquities Authority, Hadassah Academic

College, and the high school department of the Ministry of Education.

2. Archaeological Site - History
The archaeological site, located at the northern entrance to the Hospital, is among the most beautiful
found in the area. It was excavated in 1967 by Professor Vassilios Tzaferis. The site, which was only
partially uncovered, is approximately 300 square meters.
The site includes an integrated tower and fortress. The Tower is a two-storey structure (9m x 10m), one

of only a few like it which have ever been excavated. It dates back to the Hasmonean period, second

century BC. The first floor, which is still intact, consists of an entire stairway, four rooms, stone benches

and a small window. The ceiling was composed of large stones sitting atop rocks protruding from the

walls.

The fortress housed the garrison guarding the adjacent Roman road which linked Jerusalem to the

coastal cities, protecting the approaches and imposing Roman authority by collecting duty and customs

taxes. At other times in history, the tower protected the agricultural community developed on the site.

The 16m x 16m fortress consisted of a central open courtyard surrounded by linked rooms and stone

benches along the walls at the entrance. It dates to the fourth century AD.

During the excavation, various pieces of pottery, dated 100 BC-400 AD were discovered including

bowls, storage containers, lamps and a type of bottle discovered at other Jewish burial sites in

Jerusalem and environs. Approximately 200 coins dated 100 BC -600 AD were unearthed during the

excavations as well.
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3. The Archaeological Site and the Archaeological Garden as part of the Herzog Hospital Program
The hospital is currently constructing a new 9 storey medical Pavilion which will add 270 much needed
beds. We have completed the frame of the building and are currently affixing Jerusalem stone to the
facade. First occupancy is expected to be in the spring 2014.
As part of this expansion program the hospital is hoping to restore and preserve the archeological site.

The new and expanded front main entrance hall will overlook the upgraded archaeological garden site.

Preserving this important archeological site will ensure that both patients and everyone visiting the

hospital will enjoy it.

The main entrance hall will include a modern visitor center. The visitor center will have a ‘wrap around’

glass wall surrounding and overlooking the "Archaeological Garden". The windows will display a

"virtual reality" scene, simulating the building and details about life in the compound during various

periods in its history. The interactive virtual program is being developed as a project of the students

studying Interactive Photography in the Photographic Communications Department of Hadassah

Academic College, Jerusalem, in collaboration with the Israel Antiquities Authority and Herzog Hospital.

The program will be integrated in the panoramic glass wall overlooking the site and accessible by

touchscreen computers.

4. The Project
In order to establish the “The Archaeological Gardens" and prepare them for the enjoyment of visitors,
there is a need for:

 A survey of the site and preparation of engineering and preservation plans.

 Removal of hazards and safety risks

 Preservation of archaeological remains (cleaning; stabilization of existing structures; and
reconstruction as necessary)

Herzog Hospital is seeking sponsors for the full project which will include:

 The archaeological site, after restoration and preservation, which will allow visitors to the
hospital to experience the unique and interesting archeological finds.

 Development of a garden surrounding the archaeological park which will provide a setting
worthy of the historical findings along with a pleasant environment for the visitors.

 Establishment of an interactive Learning Corner that will be incorporated in the visitor center
which is overlooking the site.

Herzog Hospital is an NPO/NGO which receives no government funding of any sort. Support for capital
expenditure and special programs comes from generous donors. We are proud to recognize our donors as a way
of both thanking them for their generosity and fostering partnership and communication.


