
The Environment
Gardens and Green Spaces at the  
Herzog Hospital Medical Pavilion    



Herzog Hospital strives to achieve 
optimum recovery for patients through 
comprehensive diagnosis, effective 
treatment and research. 

Performed by highly dedicated 
professional staff, it specializes in 
geriatric, neurological and 
psychiatric care that results in the 
restoration of dignity, hope and 
appreciable quality of life. 
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The Sarah Herzog Memorial Hospital, established in 1894 as the Ezrath Nashim, is today 
one of Israel’s foremost centers for geriatric and mental health care, combining 
exceptional medical care with outstanding research achievements. It treats the effects of 
advancing age and mental instability with the best medical technologies available, 
combined with professional expertise and compassion. To meet the increasing challenges 
of health care in Israel, Herzog Hospital is currently in the midst of major expansion which 
will substantially add to its existing 330 beds. 

The Hospital comprises two major divisions of inpatient care: the Division of Geriatrics 
with ten departments of multi-faceted care, including a Children’s Respiratory Department 
(one of only two in the country) and a Division of Psychiatry with three departments. 

Ambulatory care is provided in a number of clinics in the community, such as the Israel 
Center for the Treatment of Psychotrauma, the “Etgar” Clinic for the care of behavioral 
disorders in Children (such as ADHD) and the Community Mental Health Center. 

The clinical center for Brain Research focuses on understanding the disease processes 
prevalent in the hospital’s patient population, namely psychiatry, behavior, ageing, 
dementias and many other areas. 

Herzog Hospital is a teaching hospital of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem Faculty of 
Medicine, as well as a teaching site for many of the paramedical specialties (such as 
psychology, social work, nutrition etc.). The hospital also trains residents in the specialties 
of geriatrics and psychiatry. 

The current building was designed in the late 1950s and built during the ‘60s as a 
psychiatric hospital. Due to this, and the fact that at the time most psychiatric patients 
were young and physically healthy, the building was not designed to house patients with 
physical disabilities. In the mid 1970s, the hospital underwent conversion into what has 
become a major geriatric center, in addition to continuing to maintain a significant 
psychiatric component. 

Almost since its construction, it has been adapting to meet changing needs, 
yet no money was available for investing in the building itself. Thus, over 
the years, the hospital has fallen behind in its physical capability to cope 
with the needs of the geriatric and psychiatric patients. As a result, the 
outpatient clinics have had to be located off hospital grounds in rented 
accommodations. 

With the help of donations over the last few years we have managed to 
repair and upgrade much of the existing facility but that has not changed 
the basic structure which is woefully inadequate for current needs. 
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Herzog 
The “Green” Hospital 

In May of 2008 the cornerstone of the new Samson Pavilion for the Herzog 
Hospital was dedicated. Construction is now underway of the first newly built 
center for geriatrics and respiratory care in the greater Jerusalem area in many 
years. The new medical center, to be built on an area of almost 200,000 square 
feet, will be the most modern and advanced facility of its kind in Israel and 
probably one of the most advanced in the western world. 
Beyond the advances in medical technology and instrumentation the new 
building will incorporate “green” technology with the aim of reducing to a bare 
minimum the environmental impact of this large building and the many 
hundreds of people who will occupy it daily. 
The building will be built to the highest environmental standards commensurate 
with Jerusalem’s environment and climate and in general following the 
guidelines of the U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC) which certifies buildings 
according to the “LEED” criteria. 
Following are some of the ways in which the building is being designed so as to 
achieve efficiency in some of the major categories which make up the criteria:   
Sustainable Sites 
The construction site is adjacent to the existing building and recycles a previous 
area which was never completed. The area will be landscaped in a regionally 
appropriate manner so as to enhance the sustainability of the area and to 
enable it to be used efficiently. The terraced landscaping will control storm 
water runoff, harvest rainfall and reduce erosion.  
Water Efficiency  
Hospitals are major consumers of water. So as to reduce the water impact of 
the new building on the environment, especially in water depleted Israel, 
rainwater will be collected and all effluent will be treated and recycled. All the 
gardens and many other applications (such as toilets, which use some 30-40% of 
the fresh water in a hospital) will use recycled water. Water efficient appliances 
and fixtures will be used throughout the building and all the landscaping will use 
“water-wise” plants and designs. 
Energy & Atmosphere  
The building will conserve energy using a number of renewable resources, 
primarily solar energy. Much of the electricity will be generated by photovoltaic 
cells on a specially designed “wing” suspended over the building. This same wing 
will provide shade to the building thus reducing the heat load in the generally 
hot Jerusalem climate. Windows have been designed to give natural lighting and 
shade in most of the rooms and will open to enable natural ventilation. 
Insulation of the walls will keep the rooms cool in the summer and warm in the 
 

winter, reducing the need for air-conditioning. Roof gardens (watered by 
recycled water) will also insulate the roofs thereby also reducing the loss (or 
absorption) of energy. Heating will be with the aid of heat pumps, 
unquestionably the most efficient form of heating available today. Hot water 
will be supplied by conservers on the air-conditioning units and where 
necessary supplemented by natural gas and solar heating. It is expected that by 
this combination the hospital’s “carbon footprint” will be close to zero most of 
the year.  
 
Indoor Environmental Quality  
The indoor environmental quality is of prime importance as the staff and even 
more so the patients spend many days and even weeks continuously in the 
building. Extensive use of natural lighting, where possible together with natural 
ventilation will ensure that the atmosphere shall remain clear and healthy as 
well as save energy.  
 
Location 
The LEED rating system recognizes that much of a building’s impact on the 
environment comes from where it is located and how it fits into its community. 
The hospital is built away from environmentally sensitive places and is actually 
built on infill. It has been designed to protect and enhance two adjacent 
archeologically preserved areas. It is built near already-existing infrastructure 
and is very accessible, at the entrance to Jerusalem. 
 
Innovation in Design 
The building has been designed with many innovations in mind. Some are 
mentioned above. Others, such as the planned use of robotics, pneumatic 
transportation systems and other labor reducing technologies will hopefully 
reduce the energy required to actually run the hospital. 
 
In Summary 
The new Samson Pavilion of the Herzog Hospital is planned to be a pathfinder 
and leader in the field of green hospitals. The construction of the new building 
is currently underway and we seek partnership with any individual or 
organization interested in promoting the use of green technologies in hospitals 
and public buildings 
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The Environment  
Gardens and Green Spaces at the   
Herzog Hospital Medical Pavilion 

INTRODUCTION 
 
Many researchers have come to the conclusion that humans are dependent 
on nature not only for material needs (food, water, shelter etc.) but perhaps 
as importantly for psychological, emotional and spiritual needs.  Findings 
indicate that parks and other natural environments play a vital role in human 
health and well-being through providing access to nature. Studies attribute 
viewing natural scenes as contributing to the well-being of individuals.    
As a “Green” hospital, Herzog is committed to ensuring that the outdoor 
areas and environs will be utilized to the benefit of its patients and visitors.  
This commitment goes hand in hand with one of the overriding principles for 
the design and construction of the new medical pavilion- to comply and 
possibly exceed   the highest standard of environmentally friendly “Green” 
standard of construction.  In fact, the hospital expects the building to be the 
first healthcare facility in Israel to be certified as "Green" according to the 
latest Standards published in Israel for medical facilities.  
 

With this in mind the landscaping will be designed to require minimum 
irrigation, use of low water demanding plants, and allow for extensive 
gardening of local flora and vegetation to flourish. The grounds developed 
as part of the project will include a rainwater drainage system which will be 
maximized for irrigation and infiltration into the aquifer, according to local 
hydro-geological requirements.  All the water used for irrigation will be 
recycled water from a “grey water” system.  
The hospital overlooks a magnificent view of natural forest and landscape. 
The design of the new pavilion creates a visual link between indoor spaces 
and the outside environment at eye level. There will be many gardens 
within and surrounding the new and old structures of the hospital. 



Planned Gardens and Groves   



The Gardens and Green Spaces 
 

1. Adjacent and surrounding the entranceway of the new medical pavilion are a number of landscaped, terraced gardens where families 
and patients will be able to visit. These areas overlook the picturesque Ma’alai Romaim (Old Roman Road) and beautifully “treed” 
valley.  

2. The meandering paths, paved with Jerusalem Stone and aptly titled, “Pathway to Recovery” and “Pathway to Healing” can be 
dedicated either in their entirety or individual stones. 

3. Internal patios: Total of four (4) courtyards will be available for patients to visit and will be accessible to the handicapped and safe for 
the frail as well as children. A depiction of a typical patio is enclosed.   

4. The patio “Promenade” at the entranceway to the main Auditorium is fully landscaped and is also available for dedication (an artist’s 
rendition is attached). 

5. The Rooftop of the new pavilion will have a large rooftop garden, which both enhances the surroundings, and acts as a natural barrier 
for the building below, as part of the “green construction” technique. It will be fully accessible for the enjoyment of patients and 
visitors. The Rooftop garden will include an interactive children’s sculptural play area, sheltered by a large pergola, which will support 
solar panels, capturing the sun’s energy for use throughout the hospital.  A schematic of the Rooftop garden and an example of 
existing playground sculpture models are enclosed.  

6. A large grassy park, surrounded by new buildings in the area to be developed to the west of the current building, will be established 
and will contain a recreational area, garden furniture and sculptures.  

7. Herzog Hospital is committed to afforestation, planting trees and shrubs on its property abutting the area adjacent to the hospital’s 
property line and overlooking the valley below. This area will both add to the ambiance and protect the topsoil from erosion. These 
groves will be planted with water conserving trees which will provide shade to those strolling within. 

. 
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The Restoration and Preservation Of the 
Archaeological Garden at Herzog Hospital 

Archaeological Site 

Herzog Hospital, located in the Jerusalem neighborhood of Givat Shaul, is home to 
a very special archaeological site.  Based on the evidence, archeologists believe it 
to be the remnants of a fortified agricultural farm, in existence for some 800 years, 
from the Hasmonean period to the late Byzantine (200 BC - 600 AD). Some 
postulate that it may have served as a guard post during the Roman era. Dr.  Amit 
Reem, the Jerusalem District Archaeologist of the Israel Antiquities Authority, 
writes that it is "a magnificent archaeological site, of extraordinary importance….” 

Herzog Hospital intends to develop the site, undertaking the required work to 
strengthen and preserve existing structures.  The plan will be developed under the 
supervision of the Israel Antiquities Authority.  The proposed Archaeological 
Garden is being developed in order to serve the public interest and will be 
integrated into the current hospital site.    

Herzog Hospital, about to celebrate the 120th anniversary of its founding, wants to 
preserve the history of more than 2,200 years contained in its courtyard. The 
history of the site will be preserved through the provision of educational activities 
for the community. This effort will be developed through the collaboration of a 
number of bodies including the Israel Antiquities Authority, Hadassah Academic 
College, and the high school department of the Ministry of Education.  

 

Archaeological Site - History 

The archaeological site, located at the northern entrance to the Hospital, is 
among the most beautiful found in the area. It was excavated in 1967 by 
Professor Vassilios Tzaferis.  The site, which was only partially uncovered, is 
approximately 300 square meters.   

The site includes an integrated tower and fortress. The Tower is a two-storey 
structure (9m x 10m), one of only a few like it which have ever been 
excavated.  It dates back to the Hasmonean period, second century BC. The 
first floor, which is still intact, consists of an entire stairway, four rooms, 
stone benches and a small window. The ceiling was composed of large 
stones sitting atop rocks protruding from the walls.  

The fortress housed the garrison guarding the adjacent Roman road which 
linked Jerusalem to the coastal cities, protecting the approaches and 
imposing Roman authority by collecting duty and customs taxes.  At other 
times in history, the tower protected the agricultural community developed 
on the site. The 16m x 16m fortress consisted of a central open courtyard 
surrounded by linked rooms and stone benches along the walls at the 
entrance. It dates to the fourth century AD. 

During the excavation, various pieces of pottery, dated 100 BC-400 AD were 
discovered including bowls, storage containers, lamps and a type of bottle 
discovered at other Jewish burial sites in Jerusalem and environs. 
Approximately 200 coins dated 100 BC -600 AD were unearthed during the 
excavations as well.  

 



The Archaeological Site and the Archaeological Garden as part of the 
Herzog Hospital Program 
  
The hospital is currently constructing the new 9 storey Samson Medical 
Pavilion. First occupancy is expected to be in the spring 2015.  
   
As part of this expansion program the hospital is hoping to restore and 
preserve the archeological site.  The new and expanded front main 
entrance hall will overlook the upgraded archaeological garden site. 
Preserving this important archeological site will ensure that both patients 
and everyone visiting the hospital will enjoy it.   

The main entrance hall will include a modern visitor center. The visitor 
center will have a ‘wrap around’ glass wall surrounding and overlooking 
the "Archaeological Garden".  The windows will display a "virtual reality" 
scene, simulating the building and details about life in the compound 
during various periods in its history. The interactive virtual program is 
being developed as a project of the students studying Interactive 
Photography in the Photographic Communications Department of 
Hadassah Academic College, Jerusalem, in collaboration with the Israel 
Antiquities Authority and Herzog Hospital. The program will be integrated 
in the panoramic glass wall overlooking the site and accessible by 
touchscreen computers.  

 

The Project 
 
In order to establish the “The Archaeological Gardens" and prepare them for 
the enjoyment of visitors, there is a need for: 
 
• A survey of the site and preparation of engineering and preservation 

plans.   

• Removal of hazards and safety risks 

• Preservation of archaeological remains (cleaning; stabilization of 
existing structures; and reconstruction as necessary)  

          
 Herzog Hospital is seeking sponsors for the full project which will include: 
 
• The archaeological site, after restoration and preservation, which will 

allow visitors to the hospital to experience the unique and interesting 
archeological finds.     

• Development of a garden surrounding the archaeological park which 
will provide a setting worthy of the historical findings along with a 
pleasant environment for the visitors.  

• Establishment of an interactive Learning Corner that will be 
incorporated in the visitor center which is overlooking the site. 

 

Herzog Hospital is an NPO/NGO which receives no government funding of 
any sort. Support for capital expenditure and special programs comes from 
generous donors. We are proud to recognize our donors as a way of both 
thanking them for their generosity and fostering partnership and 
communication. 
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