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Dear Friends and Partners,
As we reflect on our past year of activities, we feel a great sense of pride and satisfaction as we think of the youth from Israel's 
social and geographic periphery with potential for excellence who participated in Educating for Excellence's (E4E) program 
activities during the 2018-2019 academic year. All the while, we cannot forget about the tens of thousands of additional children 
still in need of support to fulfill their potential, who remain in our thoughts.

Since its inception, E4E has worked to reduce socioeconomic disparity and facilitate social mobility. We do so by way of our unique 
educational model which guides students academically, and offers strategic personal and family support over the course of 10 
years and beyond, via our robust E4E Graduate Network. Our program’s framework provides students with the tools and skills 
they need to overcome future challenges, while creating the optimal conditions for individual and collective empowerment.

At E4E, we believe every child deserves an equal opportunity for success, which includes a life of self-fulfillment and prosperity, 
plus a desire to be civically engaged and actively involved in broader society. Our 500 program  graduates are the greatest proof 
that our work creates deep and long-lasting change, positively impacting Israeli society as a whole. 

Our 2018-2019 academic year was exciting, but also challenging. This past year, we opened eight new Excellence Centers and 
3,000 students participated in activities at our 46 Excellence Centers throughout Israel, guided by 1,000 college student-
instructors and volunteers from Israel's business sector. We plan on opening additional Centers this coming year, which will help 
facilitate our growth.

One of our greatest achievements this past year was the expansion of our overseas support network, through establishing a 
13 member ‘Friends of E4E' based in Boston, led by Shiri Segev. Our Friends of E4E leaders believe in and support our mission to 
cultivate excellence among future generations of Israel and promote opportunities for social mobility as a way to  strengthen 
Israeli society – we are grateful for their partnership.

We owe our success to our many local and overseas partners, supporters, and donors, who have been in partnership with us for 
many years. Our partners include Israel's Ministry of Education, whom we’ve been in partnership with as a joint venture for over nine 
years,  plus foundations, federations, individual donors, corporations, municipalities and local authorities, schools, communities, 
and families, all of whom play an integral part in what we do. 

With deep gratitude, we also thank E4E's Executive Board and Audit Committee members, E4E's management and staff, our college 
student-instructors, volunteers, and many others, all of whom are helping lead E4E into the future. Together, with the tremendous 
support described above, we are able to continue strengthening our mutual vision and deepening our work. 

In  our 'Year in Review' report that follows, we are excited to share with you an overview of our past year of activities and programming, 
including numerous events, successes, and incredible student accomplishments. You helped make this all possible!

Soaring to New Heights

Hana Dorsman  |  CEO, E4EDr. Shula Recanati  |  Chairperson, E4E

Wishing You a Successful School Year,
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Educating for Excellence (E4E) utilizes a unique, internally-developed educational model designed to cultivate personal and 
academic excellence among our students, in turn facilitating their upward social mobility.

Our end goal is to provide our students with the ability to develop a personalized plan for their academic and professional futures, strive for 
excellence in all areas of their lives, aspire to be lifelong high-achievers – ultimately ending socioeconomic disparity in society by virtue of their 
own success.  Our ‘Year in Review’ report provides a glimpse into select activities offered at our E4E Excellence Centers throughout Israel. 
In the sections outlined below, we provide you with a snapshot of our guiding principles, which allow the youth we serve to soar 
to new heights! 

Our model facilitates students’ development of the tools they need to succeed through:

The Apex of Excellence
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"Believe you can and you're halfway there"
-Theodore Roosevelt

Youth Empowerment Activity, Tel Aviv-Yaffo East Excellence Center



6

As part of Educating for Excellence's educational program, our students are exposed to diverse academically-focused activities, 
through which we we seek to stimulate our students’ curiosity and encourage them to pursue higher education. Activities offered 
include university campus visits, specialized afterschool academic courses, and more. As part of our ongoing collaboration with over 
35 institutions of higher learning throughout Israel, our educational instruction team includes college student instructors who are 
compensated for their time via scholarships, while concurrently serving as positive role models for our students. 

Academic Excellence

The Road to Excellence Began  at the Academic College of Tel Aviv-Yaffo

Summit at Haifa University

Educating for Excellence (E4E) was established by a group of college students led by Shachaf Erlich, while they were studying 
at the Academic College of Tel Aviv-Yaffo. The aforementioned students encouraged the College to collaborate with them 
to put in place the necessary resources to open E4E’s first Excellence Center in the neighborhood of Neve Ofer (Tel Kabir). 
Gradually, a more robust partnership was established between E4E, the College, the Tel Aviv-Yaffo Municipality, and area 
schools. Thus, the Academic College of Tel Aviv-Yaffo continues to be one of our central partners, strongly influencing the 
culture of our organization. 
This past year, in celebration of the College’s 25th anniversary, the College hosted special events which were attended by Tel 
Aviv Mayor Ron Huldai, College President Professor Shlomo Biderman, and numerous other distinguished guests.  For one 
such event, E4E CEO Hana Dorsman participated in a panel which discussed academia’s role as a catalyst for social change. 
Additionally, E4E instructors and staff participated in the anniversary celebration events as lecturers, and E4E Excellence 
Center college student instructors currently studying at the College received special recognition for their professional and 
academic excellence. Lastly, a special display showcasing the unique partnership between E4E and the Academic College of Tel 
Aviv-Yaffo was unveiled and displayed as part of the ceremonies. 

Educating for Excellence’s educational program emphasizes exposure to academic institutions from an early age, to create 
a heightened sense of self-efficacy and stimulate our students’ curiosity. As part of our offerings, 11th grade students from 
our Ramla High School Academic Excellence Center and the Junior Academic Excellence Center at Ironi Zain participated in 
a Participated in a Summit we co-hosted we co-hosted with Haifa University. During the Summit, our students visited with 
numerous Haifa University faculty members, listened to lectures, observed a student panel, and toured the University’s 
Department of Biology laboratories.

Celebratory Display in Honor of Our Partnership
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My Story of Excellence 
By Ortal Ezran, Karmiel Middle and High School Excellence 
Center Manager

University Level Computer Science Course

As an Excellence Center Manager, my work included partnership and collaborations with the Ort Braude College of 
Engineering. This partnership helped fulfill one of our major program objectives: carving a path for our students to 
pursue higher education. The partnership included monthly meetings, E4E training sessions at the College, taking 
our students on tours of the campus, and providing scholarships to college student instructors enrolled at the 
College as compensation for their time at our Excellence Center spent instructing and mentoring our students. From 
my perspective, exposing our students to academic institutions from an early age inspires hope and cultivates a 
positive future outlook with regard to academic opportunities to come. As part of this exposure, our students toured 
the College’s Technology Campus, at which Israel’s next generation of engineers are trained and developed. For our 
students, such exposure is of the utmost importance. The meaning of excellence is, in my view, facilitating students’ 
success not only in school, but also to achieve excellence in all aspects of their lives. We work with our students to help 
them build a solid foundation for their future, a future which includes pursuing higher education, having a fulfilling 
professional career, and being placed in top positions in Israel’s workforce. Exposing our students to institutions of 
higher education within their community helps reinforce the strength of academia and academic institutions in the 
periphery regions of Israel. Through such exposure, our students become familiar with professions such as engineering, 
ultimately realizing that these opportunities are in fact accessible to them, and close to home. 

Several exceptional students from our YAFA High School Academic Excellence Center and Junior Academic Excellence Center 
at Ironi Zain had the opportunity to participate in a year-long Computer Science course for college students called  “Program-
ming Tools and Methods for Youth,” presented by Academic College of Tel Aviv-Yaffo faculty member Amir Kirsh. Through this 
course, which can be applied toward future college credit, students acquired practical programming tools they were also able 
to actively apply. 

Students from E4E’s Ramla High School Academic Excellence Center Visit Haifa University
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"If you talk to a man in a language he understands, that goes to 
his head. If you talk to him in his language, that goes to his heart."

-Nelson Mandela

E4E Students at the ‘Together’ Soccer Tournament
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International Children’s Day in the Knesset (Photo by Chen Galili)

We provide our students opportunities to participate in activities designed to strengthen pluralism in society, strengthen the ties 
between  youth from every corner of Israel, representing diverse cultures – secular Jews, orthodox Jews, children of immigrants 
from the former Soviet Union, Arab children, children of Ethiopian descent, and more. Such Shared Society activities help promote 
understanding, tolerance and equality among our students, by emphasizing both similarities and unique attributes through these 
specialized activities.  

Pluralistic Excellence

Soccer Together − ًمعا

International Childrens' Day

Educating for Excellence students from Kiryat Shalom, YAFA Youth, YAFA Juniors, Netanya Nordau, Lod Ganei Aviv, Lod Neve 
Yerek, Lod City Center, Ramla East , and Ramla West Excellence Centers participated in a unique soccer tournament in collabo-
ration with Maccabi Tel Aviv Soccer Club and the Peres Center for Peace and Innovation. For the tournament, our students from 
various sectors of Israeli society played soccer together on mixed teams at Maccabi’s training facility and were presented with 
medals by Maccabi Tel Aviv players at the conclusion of the tournament. As part of this collaboration, our students participated 
in various social and educational activities, in addition to playing soccer. This unique Shared Society activity was part of our 
ongoing collaboration with the Maccabi Tel Aviv Foundation, for which the Foundation was awarded the ‘Shield of Honor’ by 
Israel’s President for their special partnership with us.

Celebrated globally on November 20th, International Children’s Day (ICD) is intended to be a platform for public discussion re-
garding children’s rights and opportunities. In recognition of ICD, our students opted to continue their ICD focused collaboration 
with the Israeli Knesset for the fourth year in a row, in order to raise awareness of children’s rights and promote social equality.
A delegation of 60 students from our Excellence Centers throughout Israel joined 40 Members of the Knesset to shadow them 
for a day at Parliament.  At the Knesset, students met with Knesset Members to have personal conversations, joined them for 
their respective committee meetings, and toured the Knesset. The day concluded with a special meeting with Knesset Mem-
bers Meirav Ben Ari and Itzik Shmuli, who shared their personal experiences as members of Knesset and gave the students an 
opportunity to discuss various topics of most interest to them. Overall, the experience was enriching and empowering, helped 
raise awareness of our work, and allowed our students an opportunity to influence key decision-makers.
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Coexistence Leadership Course
Educating for Excellence’s (E4E) seventh annual ‘Leadership Course’ for 9th graders was offered once again this past year. 
The Course focused on leadership development, cultivating motivation, personal and academic excellence, community build-
ing, and strategies to address various social and educational issues in Israeli society. The final course offering was a three-day 
seminar hosted at the Givat Haviva Center for Shared Society, during which participants summarized and shared with their 
peers about their past year of Excellence Center program experiences focused on empowerment.

Throughout the course, students from all corners of Israeli society met up and engaged with one another; Jews and Arabs, 
secular and Orthodox, and veteran immigrants and recent immigrants. Our students from diverse sectors of society jointly 
participated in mixed group activities focused on themes such as acceptance, tolerance and coexistence. One of the other 
notable components of the Course was that our students planned, led, and offered their own activities to one another. Lastly, 
the Course also had a goal of helping train our students for their upcoming 10th grade E4E volunteer hours, for which they serve 
either as student instructors at an E4E Elementary School Excellence Center or participate in a locally focused community 
volunteer activity of their choosing.

E4E Students in Their Leadership Course 
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My Story of Excellence 
By Luay abo laban, Student at the Sami Shamoon College of Engineering & 
Instructor at Ramla East Elementary Excellence Center
(on scholarship funded by E4E and Mifal HaPayis)

My decision to volunteer as an instructor at Educating for Excellence (E4E) stems from my desire to excel and reach for 
new heights. When I first heard about E4E, I immediately felt a connection and was motivated to become part of the E4E 
family. This is because I felt I had the ability to teach, become a role model for the students, and also pass along to the 
youth at E4E the drive for excellence I felt within. Thereafter, this past year, I taught English, Arabic, Hebrew, and math 
using creative methods at my local Excellence Center, with a goal of cultivating confidence and an internal motivation 
to strive for excellence among my students. As an instructor, I utilized teaching methods that the children loved, and the 
students showed  love for me in return, which gave me great satisfaction.

During my year of instruction at E4E, I met gifted youth who were curious, with a deep desire to succeed. Along with the 
students, I participated in diverse activities at our Excellence Center and with students from other Centers. I was thrilled 
to see all the new friendships and connections formed, regardless of religion, ethnicity, or gender-based differences. 
E4E has helped me learn to teach from the heart, and how to connect in a heartfelt way with Jewish and Arab children 
alike, who represent the future generation of Ramla. Once I learned about E4E’s volunteering framework, which brings 
together diverse populations, I knew in my heart I was in the right place. To me, volunteering is of the utmost importance 
and also deeply meaningful for the betterment of daily life in our community. Everyone can find a way to give back to 
others! I am grateful I found E4E, which to me is the embodiment of true excellence. 

Students from Tuba-Zangariyye and Hazor HaGlilit Participate in Summer Activities
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Students from Ramla East Excellence Elementary Center Doing Homework

“The interior joy we feel when we have done a good deed is the 
nourishment the soul requires.”

-Albert Schweitzer
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One of our educational model's key values is social involvement and community development. Our students learn to take 
responsibility for themselves and their surroundings and their community building activities help them become active and 
involved citizens. Through participation in our community empowerment programs, our students reinforce their connection 
to their own communities, as well as their sense of civic duty and the motivation to become leaders of change for the positive. 

Community Excellence

Bridge Building Between Hatzor HaGlilit and Palm Beach, Florida
Students from our Hatzor HaGlilit Middle and High School Excellence Center participated in an international educational 
program by way of the Jewish Agency’s ‘Partnership2Gether’ Tzahar Program, through which they build relationships with 
American youth from Palm Beach. Youth from both communities participated in joint activities including tree planting and 
authoring a cookbook featuring recipes inspired by each of their respective community cultures. The program created special 
connections between the two youth groups and their shared activities exposed the youth to new cultures, in the spirit of 
community bridge-building. This highly successful initiative was selected to give a presentation for the ‘Circles of Belonging 
and Influence Convention’, presented by the Ministry of Education’s Division for Gifted & Outstanding Children.

Good Deeds Day
Israel’s National ‘Good Deeds Day’ took place on April 2nd, 2019, led by the non-profit Ruach Tova. Throughout the day, E4E 
students led an initiative called ‘Good Deeds Day for Children’, calling upon all Israeli children to take an active part in the day’s 
activities, and show that they too, can do good. For this year’s event, our activities focused on “talking good, doing good”. After 
learning about the importance of speaking with positive words, our students served as goodwill ambassadors, presenting 
various activities focused on developing positive discourse at school, in their neighborhood, and in their community, in order to 
create a more affirmative atmosphere in our society at large. 

Environmental Sustainability Community Event in Be'er Sheva
The Be’er Sheva Elementary Excellence Center presented a community event on environmental sustainability in collaboration 
with the Be’er Sheva Municipality, Adama Agricultural Solutions Ltd., the Society for the Protection of Nature in 
Israel, and the Neve Menachem School. At the event, the Center’s students presented, along with other students from their 
school, environmental sustainability focused projects they worked on throughout the year; our 3rd grade class showcased 
handbag accessories made out of recycled cork and our 4th graders made signs to advocate for water preservation. Guests at 
the event also enjoyed a second-hand clothing fair, a community carpenter shop, a drum circle utilizing recycled drums, and 
nature-based creation workshops.

Food and refreshments made from recipes featured in the cookbook authored by the Partnership2Gether Hatzor HaGlilit / Palm 
Beach’ youth project participants, handed out during a convention hosted by the Ministry of Education.
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Students from the Segev Shalom Center at Good Deeds Day
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Environmental Sustainability Community Event in Be’er Sheva

My Story of Excellence 
By Rachel Levi, Community Relations Manager at Adama 
(Corporate Partner)

Educating for Excellence (E4E) is a true partner in Adama’s journey to promote excellence through education, our 
longtime partnership with E4E helps us realize our vision for community activities. We did so through joint activities 
designed to expose E4E’s students to agriculture, chemistry, technology, and environmental studies and sustainability, 
with an emphasis on imparting research and scientific thinking skills. E4E’s managerial staff led the way, exemplifying 
professionalism, deep commitment, how to take initiative, and responsibility with love and a smile, which facilitates 
an accessible learning framework for their program participants from an early age. The E4E approach creates unique 
awareness among students and their families, with regard to the importance of learning about the above mentioned 
Adama focus areas, which in turn helps shape and strengthen Israel’s knowledge base relating to sustainable 
technology industries and beyond. When I embark on a search for high-level social partners, I envision Be’er Sheva’s 
Excellence Center, whose work is highly commendable!
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Students from the YAFA High School Academic Excellence Center Prepare for a Math Exam

“Technology is anything that wasn’t around when you were born.”
-Alan Kay
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Among other things, Educating for Excellence's (E4E) educational program includes tech-focused content, intended to provide our 
students with cutting-edge professional and educational tools. Our student's connection to the world of technology is established in 
numerous ways, including meetings with high-tech employee volunteers, visits to tech industry corporations, and exposure to related 
content. Through these offerings, our students are encouraged to develop their creativity and deepen their 21st century skill set. 

Technological Excellence

Young Programmers Day at the Academic College of Tel Aviv-Yaffo
Led by Amir Kirsh, the Academic College of Tel Aviv-Yaffo’s ‘Young Programmer Day’ was presented for the 15th year straight 
with the participation of college students and 250 of our 8-11 year-old students from Tel Aviv, Ramla West City, and Lod City 
Centers. Throughout this day of enrichment, our students attempted to create a new programming language called ‘Scratch’, 
helping them deepen their existing programming knowledge.

"Kongulu" Technological Architecture Course

Educating for Excellence 5th grade students from our Excellence Centers throughout Israel annually take part in a technological 
architecture course as part of their mathematical thinking curriculum. This course is presented by way of a story about an 
imaginary kingdom called “Kongulu Kingdom”, which must be rebuilt. Thus, our students become the Kingdom’s new architects 
and rebuild it in accordance with strict regulations which touch upon  engineering concepts and technological problem solving. 
The cumulation of the course is a year’s end “Kongulu Kingdom” design exhibition contest, for which our students combine 
various aspects of the skills they learned about, at their choosing. For example, past designs included structures running on wind 
power, greenhouses, solar panels, hydraulics-based gates, and more. The contest winner is determined by a panel of judges, 
which includes leaders from the social and business sectors. judges rate the student’s Kingdom designs based on professional 
criteria drawn from the world of engineering, technology, and architecture, in addition to creative and teamwork focused criteria. 

Hour of Code
Educating for Excellence students took their first steps into the world of computer programming and high-tech by way of 
an initiative called ‘Hour of Code’, a global endeavor by Code.org, which makes coding accessible and fun for youth globally.
Part of this initiative is integration of the themes and characters they love into the learning process. As part of the initiative, 
our students conducted their own programming, while exploring the creative aspects of coding and having discussions about 
technology and innovation. 

Hour of Code at E4E Young Academic Center in Tel Aviv-Yaffo
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Young Programmers Day (Photo by Shay Fireshtein)

My Story of Excellence 
By Barak Regev, Google Israel Managing Director, 
E4E Executive Board Member

The State of Israel is constantly growing and cultivating new talent among our people, many of whom are actively 
involved in the tech industry. At Educating for Excellence (E4E), we help incubate the next generation of participants 
in the world of technology, through which we are  creating the workplace of tomorrow. The workplace of tomorrow will 
include diverse populations and communities, made up of individuals who are living proof of the benefit of education, 
demonstrating that education is a labor that bears fruit, and holding diverse perspectives which reflect being raised in a 
variety of socioeconomic environments. Our role is to empower these youth by equipping them with the necessary tools 
and skills, inspiring within them passion for and faith in their respective paths. That said, that’s not where our role ends: 
we are also committed to helping our program participants develop their curiosity, aspire for the best, and connect to 
and grow their entrepreneurial spirit. I am pleased to have the honor of helping develop Israel’s future leaders.

(Photo by Tomer Foltyn)
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“The Future Belongs to Those Who Believe
in the Beauty of their Dreams”

-Eleanor Roosevelt

Akko Shikun Center’s Spring Field Trip
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One of our goals is to empower our students and provide them with 21st Century skills that will help them shape their dreams, aspirations, 
and future successes. Throughout the year, we offer numerous activities designed to spur social and educational processes into 
motion, strengthen students' self-efficacy, enhance their motivation, and help them create an optimal future. 

Future Excellence 

Innovation Fair

Female Entrepreneurs and Ending Cyberbullying

When it comes to cutting edge educational content and how it’s presented to students, the education field is shifting on a 
global scale. Due to these changes, E4E seeks to focus on innovation as a key focus area in developing our learning processes 
and educational methods. This past year, E4E presented an Innovation Fair for which Excellence Center Managers and 
Coordinators came up with new ideas and solutions for fieldwork challenges. The Fair included a competition, which YAFA 
Middle School Academic Excellence Center won, for coming up with an idea called “Violavlog”, a method for creating short 
videos to convey their Center’s weekly activities, in turn giving parents, teachers, and partners a glimpse of the important 
work taking place at their Center.

The issue of cyberbullying is cause for great concern and an expanding phenomenon among youth. In order to address this 
problematic trend, a team of three of our female 9th grade students from the Junior Academic Excellence Center at Ironi Zain 
developed a digital initiative in response to cyberbullying — this initiative was developed during an Educating for Excellence 
Innovation & Entrepreneurship Course. Our young entrepreneurs conducted in-depth research on cyberbullying and its 
causes and developed an app that simulates cyberbullying and related decision-making in response. As part of their initiative, 
they also developed a business, marketing, and funding plan. Their successful initiative received acclaim at the ‘Start Up 
Competition’ — the Ministry of Education’s start-up contest for youth. We are also proud that their initiative was showcased at 
the Ministry of Education’s Division for Gifted & Outstanding Children ‘Circles of Belonging and Influence’ Convention. 

 E4E Students at BIG IDEA Camp
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UPSKILL Programming
UPSKILL programs are unique in that they offer our students an opportunity to develop new skills and improve upon their 
existing proficiencies, while concurrently exposing them to new ideas. Such programs help students formulate their plans for 
the future, socially and professionally - below is an overview of three of our leading UPSKILL programs:

The Gal Program was established through a collaboration with entrepreneurs from the ‘Young Global Shapers Forum’, 
headed up by Maya Azoulay. The program was created in memory of Shayetet soldier Gal Azoulay Z”L, who excelled 
at everything and anything he set out to accomplish, driven by a sense of internal faith and a steadfast commitment 
to excellence. As part of this program, E4E students received guidance and training from high-tech companies Hibob, 
ZipRecruiter, Venn, BuyMe, and AI21Labs, through which they were exposed to what high-tech workplace excellence 
looks like.

BIG IDEA is an international summer camp hosted at the Meir Shfeya Youth Village. The Camp hosts thousands of 
participants from Israel and around the world, including E4E students this past summer. For two weeks, our students 
participated in a wide range of innovation workshops, enjoyed Camp programs, and improved their English. In addition, 
thanks to a collaboration between E4E and the Camp, one of E4E's students was chosen to serve as an instructor at the 
BIG IDEA Camp in New York.

The Peres Center for Peace and Innovation Delegation: As part of our partnership with the Peres Center for 
Peace and Innovation, a group of E4E students took part in a unique delegation commemorating WWII's 80th anniversary, 
led by Nour Dassouky, YAFA Middle School Academic Excellence Center Manager. Our delegation students met with youth 
from Poland, Germany, and Russia, and participated in activities designed to promote equality, tolerance, human rights, 
and young leadership, in addition to playing “soccer for peace”. 

My Story of Excellence 
By Yuval Shimon, 10th Grade Student 
at Netanya NICE Middle and High School Excellence Center 

To me, excellence means having the courage to try new and challenging things, and to then grow from these experiences. 
This year, I was granted the opportunity to be a part of many new experiences, innovation which I gained useful tools and 
skills. For one, I was selected to join the delegation of Educating for Excellence (E4E) students who participated in the 
Israeli American Council’s Youth Hackathon, which provided an opportunity for me to practice my English, share about 
myself, and present the project my group and I created for the Hackathon. When I presented our project, I applied what I 
learned from E4E’s Communication Skills Course, which gave me the confidence to stand up and speak before hundreds of 
people I’d never met before, and in English! Thanks to E4E, I also had the opportunity to participate in a Zionist leadership 
program called ‘Keshet’, which was presented by Tavor Mechina (leadership program). For the program seminars, we 
traveled throughout Israel and learned about our country through the trips, while hearing personal stories and attending 
lectures. Participating in this program helped me better connect to myself and the unique values of my people, I greatly 
enjoyed and appreciated meeting Israelis from all walks of life. Because of the experiences described above, I learned that 
I am still learning about my inner strengths and abilities, which are waiting to be put to task so I can fulfill all my dreams. 
Without the support of E4E, I would not have had such wonderful opportunities for excellence and personal growth, which 
will undoubtedly helped shape my future for the better.
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Language Skills Course at Ramla West Elementary Excellence Center

“Be the change you want to see in the world”
-Mahatma Gandhi
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In recent years, Educating for Excellence (E4E) has worked to expand our reach overseas and have initiated numerous overseas 
collaborations as a result.

International Excellence 

Israeli American Council Collaboration:
Our partnership with the Israeli American Council (IAC) began several years ago and holds special significance as the partner-
ship cultivates and generates a deep and meaningful bond between Israeli and Israeli-American youth.

Friends of Educating for Excellence Established in Boston
Over the past year, we established a Friends of Educating for Excellence (E4E) chapter based in Boston, in order to strengthen our 
reach overseas (in North America in particular). Our ‘Friends of E4E’ chapter is Chaired by Shiri Segev, joined by members David 
Fine, Elana Mokady, Gil & Michal Zimmermann, Jaka Saarony, Joan Wasser-Gish, Karin Sharav-Zalkind, Keren Shammay, Naomi 
Zygel-Almozlino, Ron Cohen, Sari Korman, and Shimon Hasson. 

In June of 2019, Friends of E4E hosted a special event for Jewish community leaders plus USA based companies and organizations, 
in order to introduce them to E4E and explore ways they can be involved with E4E. We are happy to report that a number of 
initiatives that blossomed out of this special event are already underway. 

A big thank you to the Chair and members of ‘Friends of E4E’ for all their stellar support this past year!

E4E Graduates Featured at IAC National Summit: Tohar Lederman, E4E graduate of the Givat Olga Middle and 
High School Excellence Center and Etay Tuviana, a graduate of the Hatzor HaGlilit Middle and High School Excellence 
Center, represented E4E at the Israeli American Council (IAC) National Summit this year. The IAC works to bring together 
Israeli-Americans in order to strengthen their Israeli identities and connection to Israel. The aforementioned goal is 
achieved via discussions, workshops, and panels that showcase thousands of American-Israeli and Israeli professionals 
and community leaders. At the Summit, Tohar and Itay shared their personal stories and spoke about how E4E helped 
them fulfill their potential. They also recalled how their participation in the IAC Eitanim Hackathon (which they won!) 
helped shape their identity.

E4E Delegation to IAC Eitanim Hackathon: Our youth delegation proudly represented E4E for the second straight 
year at the IAC Hackathon in Los Angeles. This special delegation to the USA was made possible through partnership 
and support of the Tami Steinmetz Foundation (founded by Daniella and Daniel Steinmetz), the Ministry of Education, and 
the IAC. The leaders of the delegation were Chen Dayan, Manager of the Hatzor HaGlilit Middle and High School Excel-
lence Center, and Shoshana Panta, Kiryat Shalom Excellence Center Coordinator. IAC Eitanim’s annual Hackathon brings 
together Israeli youth from across the USA, to work together to develop creative solutions to challenges facing Israel, 
under the guidance of mentors from the business sector. This year, the Hackathon's theme was ‘Keeping the Stories 
Alive’, for which participants were given the task of developing an idea for a mobile application that would make stories 
of Holocaust victims and survivors accessible to youth globally. Three of our students were on the winning team: Avi 
Engelstein from Ramla High School Academic Excellence Center, Yasmin Zelacha from Netanya NICE Middle 
and High School Excellence Center, and Nikita Mann from Lod Middle and High School Excellence Center. The 
winning team proposed an idea for an app that educates users about the Holocaust via an interactive map. The app would 
work as follows: users input their age and the app would then connect them with survivors who were their same age 
during the Holocaust – artificial intelligence would then enable users to ask questions and receive answers, interactively 
educating users about youth experiences during the Holocaust.
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E4E Youth Delegation at the IAC Hackathon (Photo by Linda Kasian)
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E4E Graduates and Karyopharm Internship in America
Two of our exceptional Educating for Excellence (E4E) graduates, David Borohov (2006, Neve Ofer Excellence Center) and 
Noa Ram (2016, Ness Ziona Excellence Center), were selected to fly to Boston for a first-of-its-kind E4E Graduate Internship 
Program. The internship was made possible thanks to the generous support of Karyopharm, a highly successful  global 
biotech company. During the internship, our graduates gained exposure to the globa tech industry, participated in employee 
workshops, met with company executives, participated in activities with Boston Jewish community members, expanded their 
social and business circles, and visited Harvard University – one of the most prestigious academic institutions in the world. 
This coming year, David and Noa will serve as course leaders for our Entrepreneurship and Innovation Course offered to pro-
gram participants at our Excellence Centers throughout Israel. A huge thank you to Karyopharm and  Karyopharm President 
and Chief Scientific Officer, Dr. Sharon Shacham, who personally facilitated our graduates having such an unforgettable and 
meaningful experience. 

Our Story of Excellence 
Tohar Lederman, 2019 Givat Olga Excellence Center Graduate
Etay Tuviana, 2018 Hatzor HaGlilit Middle and High School Excellence Center Graduate 

Tohar and Etay participated in our youth delegation to the Israeli American Council (IAC) 2018 Eitanim Hackathon, which 
their team won, and were featured speakers at the IAC National Summit
To stand on stage in front of thousands of professionals, leaders, and key thought leaders, at an international convention in the USA, 
and talk about ourselves and Educating for Excellence (E4E) was, without a doubt, the embodiment of excellence for us. From our 
perspective, excellence is a way of life introduced to us by E4E. Our time spent with E4E, both as students and graduates, transformed 
us. We’ve developed new skills, participated  in personal empowerment activities, learned to believe in ourselves, and reached new 
heights we never thought possible. We have been given tools for learning and the ability to actually achieve our dreams. E4E has 
helped us realize that if we will it, we can work hard, and in turn achieve our goals. In order to succeed, we must have great aspira-
tions – aspirations for excellence. We were fortunate to be part of E4E’s first ever delegation to the IAC Eitanim Hackathon, which was 
a very meaningful experience for us. This opportunity exposed us to new topics, diverse cultures, and  mentors who expanded our 
views through sharing new perspectives, enabling us to form lasting connections with new people. Winning the Hackathon was very 
exciting, because we were able to share with so many people our values around community building and social involvement, which we 
learned and lived during our years at E4E. We will never forget when we stood on stage at the IAC Summit and told so many important 
people about ourselves, the path we have taken (and are still on) thanks to E4E– the entire experience was truly a milestone for us. 
We are proud to be at the forefront of efforts to change Israeli society for the better. Though we come from different regions of Israel, 
we are united by our shared goal of socioeconomic equality and our commitment to excellence, values near and dear to the heart of 
E4E. There are hundreds of thousands of children in Israel, and worldwide, with the potential to become future leaders. We must invest 
in them today, just as E4E invests in us, because not everyone is granted the necessary resources to  invest in themselves.

Tohar and Etay at the IAC National Summit with E4E CEO Hana Dorsman and Chair Dr. Shula Recanati. 
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E4E Graduate Noa Ram with her Karyopharm Internship Program Peers
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Soaring to New Heights
New Excellence Centers
This past year, we were excited to open eight new Excellence Centers, in cooperation with and through the generous support of 
the Tami Steinmetz Foundation founded by Daniella and Daniel Steinmetz, the Ministry of Education, and numerous municipali-
ties, schools, organizations, and donors.

Tel Aviv-Yaffo East 
Elementary Excellence 

Center

Beit She'an 
Excellence Center

Kiryat Gat 
Excellence Center

Ramla East Elementary 
Excellence Center

Partnered with Three New Municipalities:
Beit She'an, Tuba-Zangariyye, and Kiryat Gat

 20 %
In Student Enrollment 

increase

In Excellence Centers Serving 
the Bedouin Community, 
by way of Tuba-Zangariyye 
Elementary and Segev Shalom 
Middle School

 20 %

increase

Segev Shalom MiddleSchool 
Excellence Center

Tuba-Zangariyye 
Excellence Center

Jerusalem High School 
Academic Excellence Center

Akko Shikun Elementary 
Excellence Center

Opened our Tenth Excellence Center
in Tel Aviv-Yaffo 

Opened our First Excellence 
Center in Ramla Serving the 
Arab Sector 

100% Increase in Number of Elementary 
Students Participating in our Program 
in Akko

Year in Review By the Numbers
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Program Participants from Ramla Enjoy Summer Activities
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Educating for Excellence 
Partners
The Ministry of Education ֿ
Arkin Family Foundation
Tami Steinmetz Foundation, founded 
by Daniella and Daniel Steinmetz

Supporting Companies 
& Donors 

Albert Technologies
ARM Technologies
AudioCodes
Audiotalks
ADAMA Agricultural Solutions
Adv. Ruby Behar
AMOT Investments Ltd.
AVCOM
Axxana
Bachar Communications Ltd.
Bank Hapoalim
Bank Leumi
Bank of Jerusalem
Barak Wealth Management Ltd.
Barnea, Jaffa, Lande & Co.
Bezeq The International Telecommunications Corp
BBB Group
BIZZABO
Caesarstone
Castro Model
Check Point
Clal Insurance Company
Clalit Health Services – Tel-Aviv-Jaffa District
Cybereason
Cyclone – Elbit Systems
Dan Hotels
David Goodtree
Deloitte
Direct Insurance (IDI Insurance Company)
Doctors Onir and Jeffrey Speigel
eBay
Elbit Systems
Epstein Rosenblum Maoz (ERM)
The Estates Committee
EXELATE
Fischer Behar Chen Well Orion & Co. Law Firm
Goldman Sachs Israel
Google Israel
Gornitzky & Co
Harel Insurance Company
Hashavshevet
Hirshberg Brothers & Co
High Q
Hoops for Kids
HP Indigo
Infinity
Intel

Isracard
Israel Discount Bank
Kamir Bachar Ltd.
Karyopharm
Katzenell Dimant
Korentec Technologies
Lexus
LiveU
Maccabi Tel Aviv Football Club
McCan Erickson
Meidan Abraham 
Meytar Liquornik Geva Leshem Tal Law Firm
Microsoft
Monique Katz
Nesher Sachar Cement Marketing
Netivei Israel
NICE Systems
Nielsen
Noked Equity Investments Ltd.
Partner Communications Company
Plasson
Psagot Investment House
Prof. Aharon & Gila Ofer
Rachel Shaw
Radio Tel-Aviv 102FM
Radwin
Ravello
Redis Labs
Riskified
Robert Wiener
Roboteam
Rotshtein Real Estate
Shikun & Bunui – Arison Group
Sigmabit – Elbit Systems
Samanage
SAP
Somoto
SundaySky
TACK Growth Strategies
Taptica
The First International Bank of Israel
TRAX
Tzameret Mimunim (Isracard)
Union Bank
VaronisW
WeWork
Yoel Geva
Yukon Software Services
ZipRecruiter

Foundations, Federations 
& Social Organizations

Akko Youth Center
Amal Educational Network
Atidim in Industry
Atidim in IDF
Ayalim Association
Bat Ami
Batsheva Dance Company
Be’eri Military Preparatory Social Leadership Program, through the Berl 
Katznelson Center
BINA - Tikkun Olam
Bloom Foundation
The Crown Family Foundation
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Darca Schools
Elimelech Meyblum Foundation
Gandyr Foundation
Glencore Foundation for Education and Welfare
Graham and Rhona Beck Foundation Israel
FIDF – IMPACT!
Hagag – Netanya Youth Center
Hatzor HaGlilit Youth Center
Heseg Foundation
Hevruta Military Preparatory Program through the Shalom Hartman 
Institute
IAC - Israeli American Council
ISEF – Israel Scholarship Education Foundation
The Israeli Ballet
Israel Experience
IRTEKA Scholarship Fund
The Jerusalem Foundation
Jewish Community Foundation of Los Angeles
Jewish Federation of Greater Charlotte
Jewish Federation of Palm Beach County’s Partnership2Gether, 
Palm Beach - Tzaha
Jewish Funders Network
Jewish United Fund’s Partnership2Gether, Chicago - Kiryat Gat, 
Lachish, Shafir
The Joseph S. & Caroline Gruss Life Monument Fund
Karmiel Youth Center
Katzir Scholarship Fund - Rashi Foundation
Kshatot – Ramla Youth Center
Landa Fund
Ma’ase
The Maimonides Fund
Matan – Investing in the Community
M.E.H. Foundation founded by Margot & Ernst Hamburger
Mifal Hapayis
Moshal Scholarship Program
Naomi and Nehemiah Cohen Foundation
Nativ – Hadera Youth Center
Ofek Association
P.E.F. Israel Endowment Funds Inc.
Peretz Naftali Foundation
The Perach Tutorial Project
The Peres Center for Peace and Innovation
Robert Russell Memorial Foundation
Rothschild Caesarea Partnerships
Ruach Tova
Shahak - Social Community Service
Shlomit Association
Shlomo Tiran Foundation
Samuel Israel Foundation of the Jewish Federation of Greater Seattle
Start Up – Beer Sheva Youth Center
Tavor Leadership Academy
Ted Arison Family Foundation
Tmura - The Israeli Public Service Venture Fund
Tzahar – Palm Beach Partnership
Tzofim – the Israeli Scouts Movement
United States Embassy in Israel
The Volunteer Union
Yad David Ben Gurion Society
Yahel Foundation
Yefet 83 Youth Center
Young Global Shapers
Zionut 2000
800 – The School for Psychometric Exams

Academic Partnerships
The Academic College at Wingate
The Academic Center for Law and Science
The Academic College of Society and the Arts
The Academic College of Tel Aviv-Yaffo
Achva Academic College
Afeka Tel Aviv Academic College of Engineering
Ashkelon Academic College
Azrieli College of Engineering Jerusalem
Beit Berl College
Ben Gurion University
Bar Ilan University
The Center for Academic Studies in Or Yehuda
The College of Law and Business
The College of Management Academic Studies
Davidson Institute of Science Education at the Weizmann Institute of Science
Gordon College of Education
Haifa University
Holon Institute of Technology
Israel Academic College in Ramat Gan
Kaye Academic College of Education
Kibbutzim College of Education, Technology and the Arts
Kinneret College on the Sea of Galilee
Max Stern Yezreel Valley College
Mechinat Gal
Netanya Academic College
Ohalo Academic College
Ono Academic College
Oranim Academic College of Education
ORTBraude College of Engineering
Peres Academic Center
Rupin Academic Center
Sapir Academic College
Sami Shamoon College of Engineering
Student Union at Tel Aviv University
Tel Aviv University
Tel Hai College
Western Galilee College
Yedidim Institute for Leadership, Management and Volunteering

Local Authorities & Municipalities

Akko Municipality
Basmat Tab’un Local Authority
Beer Sheva Municipality
Beit She’an Municipality
Hadera Municipality
Hatzor HaGlilit Local Authority
Jerusalem Municipality
Karmiel Municipality
Katzrin Local Authority
Kiryat Gat Municipality
Lod Municipality
Netanya Municipality
Or Yehuda Municipality
Ramla Municipality
Segev Shalom Local Authority
Shibli-Umm al-Ghanam Local Authority
Tel Aviv-Yafo Municipality
Tira Municipality
Tuba-Zangariyye Local Authority
Zarzir Local Authority



An investment in our children creates a 
better socioeconomic future for Israel.

Join us tod ay!

E

www.E4E.org.il/en

http://www.e4e.org.il/en
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