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ESRA is the largest English speaking volunteer-based non-profit organization in Israel. Whilst there
is a small highly committed professional staff, it is ESRA’s bank of over 800 volunteers that is its
vibrant active heart serving all sections of the community but, in particular, its children and youth.

Trained volunteers include Counsellors who counsel those who have suffered either personal
bereavement or any other loss and Befrienders who visit those who are housebound offering warm
and practical support.

More than 200 ESRA volunteers participate in the ESRA English Tutoring Program. Initially,
volunteers, under the guidance of the head of the High School’s English department, converse with
Bagrut students helping them prepare for their Bagrut English Oral examination. In addition to the
high school program today our ETP volunteers teach in a number of Junior and Middle schools
providing support for the younger pupils.

Volunteers contribute greatly to the success of our programs for children and youth based in areas
of severe deprivation.

For the 2016-17 academic year, ESRA’s flagship project “Students Build a Community” (SBC),
continues to operate in four deprived areas (Hefzibah, Nordau, Sela and Neot Shaked). This was
started at the request of the Netanya Municipality who partner ESRA in this outstandingly
successful project. Today there are 33 students mentoring 134 children. A measure of the success
of this project is the fact that most of our students come from an Ethiopian background. This is
proving to be a wonderful role model, especially for the Ethiopian youngsters whom they mentor.
Next year, we will hopefully add a fifth area to this project.

The Municipality of Netanya decided that at the commencement of the 2014/15 school year the
Ethiopian youngsters in Hefzibah should be moved from their local virtually 100% Ethiopian
schools to schools that served the wider community. This has proven to be a step in the right
direction for the successful integration of these pupils. However, they continue to require much
help to keep up with others children. A number of ESRA students continue this year to give
additional assistance to their Hefzibah pupils in order to bring them to the level of their classroom
colleagues. ESRA continues its course to improve the English studies for 4th to 6th graders; this
takes place at the Moreshet School and is run entirely by ESRA volunteers and is proving to be a
great success.

ESRA continues with its “Right Track Program” where teenagers come 5 days a week to receive
help with their schoolwork and computer studies. ESRA pays for the teachers as well as providing
excellent volunteers who ensure the children receive maximum benefit from these after school
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classes. It is gratifying to note that some of our Ethiopian SBC students are graduates of this
project.

In addition to our above projects, ESRA has started encouraging our branches to establish small
projects in various parts of the country. An example of this is in Rishon LeZion, where negotiations
are underway with the municipality to start a program for kids at risk in the distressed center of the
city.

ESRA projects are established on the basis of three pillars:
• that there is a need for assistance
• that there is cooperation with suitable partners, such as local councils and community

centers
• that ESRA volunteers are available to assist and monitor the project

Only once the project complies with the above pillars do we fund the project.

ESRA recognizes that there is much still to be done to assist the underprivileged sector of the
population. It is our hope that we will receive additional funding so that we can increase our
programs and thereby ensure a better future for our children and youth and, thereby, a better
tomorrow for Israel.

Baruch Tanaman
Chairman ESRA


