
EDEN HAS BEEN EVACUATED TO SDE BOQER (July 2014)

Temporary facilities for the at-risk girls and children who have been evacuated from

Eden’s Therapeutic Residential Homes have been found at Sde Boqer in the Southern

Negev - what was once home to Ben Gurion. Although currently far away from the

fighting, it is not easy for these youngsters to forget the years of constant rocket

attacks that they have been subjected to and this is reflected in their attitude to

daily life.

Immediate reactions upon arriving at Sde Boqer consisted of: “Will we be having

rocket attacks here too?”, “Where is the air-raid shelter if there’s a siren?” and “How

safe is it really here”?

For post-traumatic girls such as E and C (aged 16.5), M (aged 15), D (aged 14) and H

(aged 13.5), it is sad for us to see time after time that only in hindsight do they

recognize when life has been good to them. After an initial adjustment period at Sde

Boqer some of the older girls were heard to say:

“It’s nice and quiet here but, you know, I really prefer to be back home at Eden.” (M)

“If someone offered me the choice of a flight to the US this minute or to stay here at

Sde Boqer for a bit longer and then return home to Eden, I would prefer staying here

and then returning to Eden.” (C)

“I would prefer for everything to be over, yet I am fully prepared to stay here in the

desert for as long as it takes, providing that in the end we get to go back to the

Home in Carmia - and that it will finally be forever peaceful there without any more

sirens.” (E)

“Even though there is a real feeling here of freedom and relaxation and there are

loads of different activities, I am really missing our regular routine back at the

Home.” (S)


