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Dror Galil - High School of the Future 

Now in its fourth year of operation and first in its new facilities, this brand new first-of-its-kind high school 

located on Kibbutz Ravid overlooking Lake Kinneret, aims to provide its 90 students with the social, moral, 

technological and practical tools to succeed in tomorrow’s world. In innovative classes such as Agroecology 

and Life-Improving Technology, the students are faced with real world problems and use state-of-the-art 

technology such as 3D printing, CNC mill and laser cutting to design real, practical and implementable 

solutions. Dror Galil also aims to provide its students with the moral foundations to build tomorrow’s world. 

The school recruits at-risk teens from populations making up the entire spectrum of Galilee society - Jews, 

Arabs and Druze - and aspires to promote and develop shared society between the diverse groups living in 

the area.  

Our students can together lead us into a better future, starting at Dror Galil, where they can make big things 

happen and where their personal achievements can enrich the entire community, society and country. 

In 2020, PEF generously contributed $15,000 to promote the close relationships between the students and 

educators, including time spent with students after school hours, home visits, work outside of the classroom 

with social workers, police and parents, etc. 

Our innovative pedagogy involves seeing the students as living full lives and approaching their education 

holistically, beyond the classroom walls. The special, caring relationships established between staff and 

students are the bedrock of the school’s success. Unfortunately, the budget provided by the Israeli Ministry 

of Education cannot fully fund this intensive program.  

Program report: 

When we submitted this proposal to the PEF, we didn’t know that these very needs of the school’s students 

and their families would reach crisis levels due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Like many around the world, 

their communities also lost employment, income and livelihood due to lockdowns, and families that were 

previously at-risk fell into real crises. Our staff worked round-the-clock to assist those families in need by 

staying in touch on a daily basis during the March-May 2020 lockdown, obtaining support from municipal 

services such as food vouchers and financial assistance, finding used laptops and tablets for donation so 

students could participate in distance learning, and more. 

Most importantly, and true to the basic values of the school, our students were not only being helped – they 

also took initiative and sprang into action in service of society. During the lockdown in Israel from March-

May 2020, all schools were closed by order of the Ministry of Health. At Dror Galil, after the students 

developed a plan to use school equipment to produce face shields and other protective medical equipment, 

the government approved 8 students meeting at a time at the school lab. They manufactured 13,000 face 

shields and distributed them to dozens of hospitals, clinics and nursing homes throughout the country. They 

also worked with senior doctors at hospitals to design and produce specialized protective equipment to use 

during specific medical procedures. 

The school briefly fully re-opened in June before the end of the school year – with a host of restrictions and 

guidelines for hygiene, mask-wearing and social distancing. Despite the amazing experience some of our 

students underwent producing equipment, as schools returned to normal operation we found ourselves 

addressing the difficult times that students faced at home. Most of our students come to us from low-income 

homes, many with histories of violence, substance abuse and crime. With over a million Israelis unemployed 

during this pandemic – facing both the accompanying financial and psychological challenges – and with our 

students unable to seek outlets with their friends and extended family while sheltering at home, many of the 

students were and continue to be in need of close guidance and counseling. 



 

Because of the at-risk population of the majority of our students and our small class sizes, Dror Galil gained 

special permission from the Ministry of Education to open fully for in-person learning for the 2020-21 

school year, unlike the vast majority of high schools in the country. Our students and staff feel privileged to 

be able to meet every day and continue their mission to learn and innovate, keeping in mind that the 

pandemic will continue to be with us for some time and we must plan the school year in accordance. 

Financial report: 

Item Cost Total 

Teacher wages 20 hours @ $50 per hour x 15 

students 

$15,000 

 

The support of the PEF during these difficult times is greatly appreciated. 

More about the Dror Educational Centers network: 

Not only is Dror Galil open currently while most middle- and high-schools are closed in Israel, but so are all 

of Dror’s 7 high schools, 2 boarding schools and one pre-military academy – consistent with the recognition 

that frameworks for at-risk students are more appropriate for their health and wellbeing, even during a 

pandemic, than staying at home. 

School No. of 

students 

Location Educational focus 

Dror Galil High School 90 Kibbutz Ravid Agro-ecology and Life-Improving 

Technologies  

Dror Ramle High School 180 Ramle At-risk Arab youth – reading and writing, 

carpentry, machining 

Hoshen High School 140 Jerusalem Sound, cosmetics, cooking, photography, 

graphic design 

Social High School – Krayot 140 Kiryat Atta Computer aided design, photography 

Social High School – Haifa 105 Haifa Oceanography, new media, carpentry 

Social High School – Tel Aviv 110 Tel Aviv Agro-ecology, sound, new media, 

photography. Just opened this year!  

Humanity, Society and Nature 

High School 

120 Carmiel Horseback riding, dog training, 

photography 

Vocational class Mitzpe Ramon 40 Mitzpe Ramon Tourism and hospitality in the desert 

Youth Society Boarding School 35 Mitzpe Ramon Leadership and social change 

Youth Society Boarding School 35 Kibbutz Eshbal Students referred from courts and welfare 

system. Extensive hiking and 

volunteering programs. 

Yiftah Pre-Military Academy 40 Kibbutz Ravid Agriculture, carpentry, construction; 

preparation for meaningful IDF service 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Opportunities for continuing partnership: 

Renewal of support for Dror Galil - High School of the Future in 2021 

Unfortunately, COVID-19 seems that it will be here to stay for most of 2021, and our students and their 

families – already drawn from at-risk populations – will continue to suffer from the associated stresses of 

unemployment and reduced income, as well as psychological challenges connected to the social, financial 

and health impacts of the pandemic. And as studies and reports have repeatedly demonstrated, the pandemic 

is hitting hardest those who were already struggling. The staff would like to be able to continue providing 

these extra hours of guidance to help our students through this difficult time in order to promote close 

relationships between the students and educators, including time spent with students after school hours, 

home visits, work outside of the classroom with social workers, police and parents, etc. As explained above, 

while other high schools in Israel are not currently open for in-person learning, Dror Galil has been open on 

a full schedule since the beginning of the 2020-21 school year, even during the October-November 

lockdown. 

Budget: 20 hours x $50 per hour x 25 students = $25,000 

Yiftah Pre-Military Academy students build outdoor classrooms with students throughout the network in 

2021 

Using the construction and carpentry skills they gain at the academy, these students propose guiding and 

working with younger students to construct outdoor classrooms in schoolyards throughout the Dror network 

of schools for at-risk youth. As explained above, these schools are open while other schools in Israel are not, 

in recognition of the needs of at-risk students – but they could all certainly benefit from additional 

improvements and renovations to adapt facilities to COVID safety recommendations. This program is also an 

amazing opportunity for learning and empowerment for the students involved in designing and building the 

outdoor classrooms. 

Budget: 8 outdoor classrooms X $3,000 each: $24,000 

 

Thank you for your consideration and ongoing partnership. 

Contact: Gary Levy, +972-54-673-4322 

Our website: https://www.drorisrael.org/ 
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