
 

 

History in the making: Weaving our national fabric for a better future 
 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Israel's (BBBS) long-awaited merger with the Big Brother Big Sister 
Haifa organization 

 

The ability to forge mergers with other nonprofit organizations is challenging and basically 
unheard of in Israel. Modeled after the original Big Brothers Big Sisters organization in America, 
and accredited through BBBS International, our mission is to empower children and teens by 
providing them with individual attention and support through a meaningful, positive relationship 
with an adult volunteer. Long-term mentoring allows children and teens to observe alternative 
models of living which helps them to ultimately reach their highest potential. Whenever possible, 
we strive to streamline our operations and make them more cost-effective by partnering with 
other community organizations.  
 

For many years, we were involved in negotiations with a similar Big Brother Big Sister organization 
in Haifa to have them become part of our national accredited organization. The Haifa program has 
been providing long-term mentoring services since the Yom Kippur War in 1973 when many 
children lost their fathers. Furthermore, they are well-versed in the many aspects of supporting 
long-term mentoring relationships in both the Jewish and Arab populations.  
 

As we continually expand in order to serve more areas of the country, it made sense to us to 
merge with the existing organization in Haifa in order to best serve the needs of the local 
population of children and teens. After a long and well thought-out process, in October 2013, the 
Haifa organization officially merged with BBBS. By joining our internationally accredited 
organization, Haifa became part of the global network of Big Brother Big Sister organizations. This 
merger now allows us to provide our professional support services and successful long-term 
mentoring model to many more children and teens in northern Israel. 
 

According to a Central Bureau of Statistics report, the number of households headed by single 
parents in Israel grew from 89,000 in 2000 to over 130,000 in 2013 with 197,000 children up to the 
age of 17 living in a single-parent family. The highest percentage of such households was recorded 
in Haifa. Many struggling families across Israel already face significant cultural and socioeconomic 
challenges, and these issues are magnified when children grow up in families with only one 
functioning parent. Though we share the same overall objectives of our BBBS sister organizations 
around the world, we face many challenges specific to Israeli society, in particular with regard to 
the many diverse communities in our country.  
 

The success of this merger in serving more Israeli children is also thanks to our donors who 
supported the Haifa organization in the past. Very pleased with these developments, our donors 
are continuing to partner with us. It is our hope to attract additional partners to help support our 
activities nationwide so that we can continue providing positive adult role models for many more 
Israeli children and teens.  


