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Geoffrey Stern

From: Batsheva Epand <batsheva@hillel.org.il>

Sent: Tuesday, January 14, 2014 1:07 PM

To: Geoffrey Stern

Cc: Yair Hass ;אילה לביא

Subject: An update for Hillel donors: Minister of Finance approved a matching grant of up to 3

million shekels

Dear Geoffrey,

As you may know, last week we mourned the tragic deaths of two young people. When Haredi young adults
decide to leave their communities they are often ostracized by their families and friends, they lose all the
support networks they have known. As they strive to integrate into Israel's modern society, they face multiple
challenges. They must find a job and housing, make up lost years of education, and prepare for entrance into the
work force. These and many other challenges can be insurmountable without support. The numbers of young
people in this situation is growing significantly.

The attached broadcast from Israel TV Channel Two depicts the urgency of the current situation, as does it
show the pain and hardships. However we would like to mention the hundreds of strong and determined
exHaredim that successfully find their way, driven by strong will coupled with support and help from Hillel.

These tragic stories have brought public attention to the dire need to support these young people. As a result of
this attention the Government of Israel has recognized the need for the kind of support and services that Hillel
provides.

During the past few months Knesset member Adi Kol, Chair of the Public Petitions Committee, has been
working towards achieving welfare, education and housing aid for the this population. This week MK Kol was
able to acquire a government grant of up to 3 million shekels from the Minister of Finance, which would allow
us to expand and enhance the support we provide. The grant proposed by the government requires matching
funds from our donors. Every shekel/dollar Hillel is able raise – would be doubled by the government. As our
donor your donation too would be doubled.

This will allow us to expand and enhance the support we provide, so that we will not have to turn people
away. We will continue to offer support in housing, education, and social and acculturation support,
counselling, and more. These funds are essential for us to minimize the risk of similar tragedies occurring in
the future, and maximize the opportunities for successful integration of exHaredi young adults.

Click on the link here to watch the channel 2 news report
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We would like to thank you again on behalf of those who are receiving support from Hillel, its staff and its
volunteers.

Yair Hass, Yochanan Roei,

Executive Director, Board Director


