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Tevet 23, 5781                        

December 21, 2021                                                         

                              

 

Mr. Geoffrey Stern 

President 

PEF Israel Endowment Funds, Inc. 

317 Madison Avenue, Suite 607  

New York, NY 10017  

 

Dear Mr. Stern 

 

Report of the Activities of 2021 

 This year has been characterized by “living with Covid”. The administration of our organization, 

the staff in the field,and the participants in the activities have all tried to maintain a standard 

routine as much as possible 

The activities were conducted regularly, for the most part, with quarantines of groups as the need 

arose. 

As we continue to recover from the financial difficulties resulting from this crisis, the situation is 

slowly returning to stability. The support and assistance from your foundation has enabled us to 

keep our heads above water throughout. For this we thank you profusely. 

We in Israel are worriedly following reports of the spread of corona in the US. We wish all the 

members of the foundation and all the Jewish communities good health and long life! 

We hope that the current crisis will pass and we will all continue and and expand our activities 

with renewed strength. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 Carmit Mazuz                                                                                                                   
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Beit Moriah 

Activity Report 

 General background 

Beit Moriah was established in Be'er Sheva more than twenty years ago by young educators in 

order to reach out to the community and offer programs to advance Jewish education and social 

welfare. Today more than 20,000 residents of the Negev of all ages participate weekly in Beit 

Moriah programs and activities. 

Social Activities for Children in Financial Distress 

  Corona has taught us to be flexible and adapt ourselves to changing conditions. During periods of 

lockdown we presented enrichment activities in homes in the Dalet neighborhood – a low socio 

economic area of the city. With   the assistance of dozens of volunteers, we offered games and 

creative activities to the children of the neighborhood in the buildings where they live  

Whenever possible, we moved some of the activities to the Moriah Center and provided studies to 

help reduce educational gaps that developed during this period. 

Project “Living with Dignity for the Senior Citizen Population 

This program serves 600 senior citizens in three different neighborhoods of Be'er Sheva, offering 

them a rich social life, the personal attention of a community supervisor, volunteers who come to 

their homes to assist them as needed, and connection to a medical distress button, that provides 

security and peace of mind. 

The seniors come to social gatherings, club meetings, and classes or workshops three or four times 

a week. Various materials are presented which enrich the world of the participants and bring them 

joy and emotional well-being. The social framework of the get-togethers, enables the seniors to 

enlarge their circle of acquaintances and fill their leisure time. 

We were surprised to see that despite Corona, seniors continued to arrive  regularly for activities. 

We expected that the threat to the health of  older members would dissuade them from attending 

social gatherings The fact that they continued to come to activities demonstrated to us the acute 

need for a social framework for the seniors to give them light, hope, and a reason to get up in the 

morning and start the day 

Shelters for Children at Risk 

The “Hazon” program provides an educational and therapeutic afternoon framework for 30 

children at risk, whose families are having functional difficulties. Each day after school, the 

children receive four hours of educational reinforcement and individualized help with homework, 

enrichment activities, experiential programs, and, most importantly, lots of warmth and love. 
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Food packages for Needy Families 

Every month, Beit Moriah delivers hundreds of packages of basic food items to families unable to 

sustain themselves. These families are referred to us by the welfare office of the municipality of 

Be'er Sheva. The packages are prepared and delivered by volunteers. They are brought directly to 

the homes of the needy families in order to prevent embarrassment. In 2021, 3,000 food packages 

were delivered. 

 Corona added many families to the circle of those who required financial help. These families 

were added to the list of those receiving aid from our organization. 

Shelters for Girls at Risk 

Beit Moriah operates a therapeutic framework for 50 teenaged girls at risk and in distress. This 

program provides the girls with tools to enable them to integrate eventually as adults, who will be 

contributing members of society. The girls receive help with their schoolwork and participate in 

confidence building workshops and activities. These programs motivate the girls to succeed and 

improve their chances of breaking out of the cycle of poverty and distress of their families. 

The “Kishurim” Center – for Empowering Families 

Noting the rise in numbers of divorces and the weakening of the family structure, the loss of 

parental authority, and a serious lack of professionals in this area in the South, we at Beit Moriah, 

have established a center to deal with these problems. Our center relates to all of these 

relationships comprehensively, to help reestablish the family unit, to provide tools and assistance 

in times of crisis, and to return stability to the family. 

In this framework, we employ marriage therapists and family therapists, who offer subsidized 

sessions to couples in crisis at the brink of divorce. In parallel we operate workshops for parents to 

give them tools for educating their children and creating a supportive and enabling atmosphere in 

their homes. We also offer pre-wedding workshops, couplehood workshops, and more. 

The Corona crisis led to many crises within families. Financial difficulties caused by loss of jobs, 

lengthy periods of time that children were confined to the house by quarantine and sickness, and  

the need for green passports to  attend any and all entertainment events led to a high pressure 

situation causing extreme difficulties between spouses and between parents and children . 

Our therapy center provides an anchor for these families and helps them to find love and mutual 

trust once again The families arrive at the center in a shattered state and leave, after therapy, 

strengthened and ready to move  forward together with a new sense of sensitivity and mutual 

respect. 

Student Programs 

In coordination with Sami Shamoon Engineering College in Be'er Sheva, we have established a 

program to strengthen Jewish identity on campus through study of Jewish texts and sources, 
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presented in an open and pluralistic way. 100 students take part in this important project. There is 

a growing demand among students who are interested in joining the program and we are 

prioritizing acceptance based on need and motivation. 

Garden of Hope 

This program is operated within the community of Ethiopian olim families, who come to work in a 

community garden. The land is divided and assigned to families, who raise vegetables and use 

them to supplement their nutritional needs. There are also workshops on sustenance, ecology, 

and good nutrition. 150 people now participate in this gardening project. 

The families are happy with the program which returns them to their roots and allows them to 

demonstrate their agricultural capabilities. In addition, we see a strengthening of parental 

authority, as the children learn what experience their parents have in matters of farming. 

 

In light of the importance of educating participants about proper nutrition and  love of the land we 

are working on including young children who are in nursery schools near the garden project. Joint 

meetings are held during the morning hours for parents and children together. This program was 

developed under the supervision of educational advisors and agricultural experts  .. 

 

Thank you again for your continued interest in Beit Moriah and your generous support of our 

programs. 

 

Tel:     08 - 6288812 / 3 

Fax:    08 - 6288814 

E-mail:    carmit@bmoriah.org.il 

Address:   Beit Moriah Beer Sheva 

 P.B  4586 

 Beer Sheva, Israel  84144 

 


