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April 26, 2015 

Mr. Geoffrey Stern, President 

PEF Israel Endowment Funds, Inc. 

317 Madison Avenue, Suite 607 

New York, NY 10017  

 

Dear Mr. Stern, 

 

Subject: Activities of Beit Moriah Beersheba 

First of all, we wish to express our heartfelt thanks to PEF for its endowment to Beit Moriah, 

and for the possibility it has given us to provide opportunities for reducing the gaps between 

vulnerable populations in Beersheba and the Negev and ones that are more normative. 

Attached is a report on the activities we organized in 2014 and the new projects we have 

developed for 2015. 

We are asking for the PEF fund's help in 2015 as well. 

Background: 

Beit Moriah was founded in Beersheba over twenty years ago by young educators. Its goal is 

to reach out to the community and provide programs that promote Jewish education and 

community welfare in Beersheba and the Negev. As of now, more than 20,000 people of all 

ages take part weekly in our programs. 

Beit Moriah holds the "Midot" Seal for organizational effectiveness, awarded to organizations 

conducted in a proper, professional and effective manner. The organization has also won the 

Prime Minister's "Shield of the Child" award and the Jacob Agrest prize for Jewish culture. 

Activity Report: 

1. "Kishurim" Center for Family Empowerment 

In light of the rise in the divorce rate and the undermining of the family unit, loss of parental 

authority, and a serious shortage of professionals in this area in the south, we have 

established a family center. Its goal is to provide a holistic approach to the family unit, 

provide tools and assistance in crisis, and restore stability to the family. 

Within this framework, we have trained marriage counsellors and family therapists. They 

provide subsidized counselling for couples in crisis and on the verge of divorce. In addition, 

they organize workshops for parents, to provide them with the tools to educate their children 

and create a supportive atmosphere in the home. We also provide workshops for 

preparation for marriage, workshops to foster and preserve healthy marriages, and more. In 
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2014, we broadened the scope of this program, serviced new target populations, trained 

many more professional staff, and held workshops for thousands of Negev residents. 

2. Mentor for every Orphan 

This program provides emotional support to children who have lost a parent, with the help 

of volunteers who come once a week to the family, and develop personal relationships with 

the children, help them with their schoolwork, and add some enjoyment and fun to their 

lives, despite the deep void created by the death of the parent. Currently, 120 children 

participate in the program, with a similar number of volunteers, as well as professional 

supervisors. This program is highly successful, and we see its importance and contribution to 

the welfare of the children on a daily basis. 

3. Program for students 

In collaboration with Sami Shamoon College of Engineering in Beersheba, we run a program 

to strengthen Jewish identity on campus, which exposes the students to Jewish texts and 

sources, in an open and pluralistic atmosphere. About 100 students take part in this 

important activity. There is a great demand for this program on the part of students eager to 

become involved, necessitating prioritization based on need and motivation. 

4. Garden of Hope 

This program is designed for families of Ethiopian origin, who come every day to work in the 

community garden beds, divided by family and by neighborhood. Families enjoy eating their 

own homegrown produce, and this improves their diet. They also participate in workshops 

on sustainability, ecology and healthy nutrition. Today, this program serves about 150 

people. The families are pleased with this program, and above and beyond the joy of going 

back to their roots and of seeing the concrete fruits of their efforts, we also see strengthening 

of parental authority, because of the extensive knowledge of agriculture that the parents have.  

5. Centers for children at risk 

The "Chazon" program provides 30 at-risk children from dysfunctional families with an 

educational/therapeutic after-school framework. Children receive 4 hours of tutoring, 

enrichment and experiential activities each day, and most important of all - a lot of warmth 

and love. 

6. Packages of food to needy families 

Each month, Beit Moriah provides hundreds of food parcels to families unable to support 

themselves, who are referred to us by the Welfare Department of the Beersheba 

municipality. Volunteers deliver the packages directly to the families in order to reduce the 

shame that comes from needing help. In 2014, about 3,500 food parcels were delivered to 

needy families. 
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7. Warm Homes for teenage girls at risk 

Beit Moriah operates centers for 50 girls in distress, providing them with a therapeutic 

framework that gives them tools to integrate successfully into adult lives as productive 

citizens. Girls receive tutoring and participate in workshops and activities that empower them, 

increase their self-confidence and motivation to succeed, and thereby improve their chances 

of breaking free from the cycle of distress of their families. 

8. Program "To Live with Dignity" for the elderly 

The program operates in 3 different neighborhoods in Beersheba, serving about 600 seniors, 

and gives them a rich social life, as well as personal support by staff and volunteers, who 

come to their homes as needed, help with different issues, and connect them to a medical 

distress button that provides security and peace of mind. 

The elderly come 3-4 times a week for socializing, classes, and workshops in various areas of 

interest, which enrich their lives, and give them joy and emotional support. The social 

framework allows them to expand their circle of friends and helps fill their copious free time. 

9. "Open House for Youth" – a project in advanced stage of development 

The program will serve about 600 teenagers from Beersheba in an open house framework, 

led by a youth coordinator. The program aims at reducing the percentage of alcohol and 

drug use, and fostering positive leadership qualities among youth. The house will offer 

educational and cultural activities that will encourage the youth to take responsibility for their 

future. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Lior Kalfa 

Executive Director 

 


