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The White Hill Farm
An Urban Agricultural Center for Jews and Bedouin in Yeroham

Target Audience
Jewish residents of Yeroham and Bedouin residents of Rahma; Jews and Bedouin from other Negev

localities who will be inspired by the model; educators and visitors from Israel and abroad.

The Need

 Against the background of frequent alienation and ignorance, leading to fear and hostility,

between Jews and Bedouin in Israel's Negev, we must seek ways to promote mutual

acquaintance and break down negative stereotypes.

 In light of the rising costs, in illness and death, of unhealthy lifestyles among Bedouin and Jews

alike, and the poverty which adversely affects residents of Yeroham and Rahma, it is necessary

to raise awareness and promote adoption of healthier lifestyles, including growing one's own

produce, and promoting a renewed connection with nature.

 The Negev desert, home to Bedouin and Jew, is characterized by land degradation, construction

waste, invasive species, and the ensuing disruption of natural ecological processes. It is crucial

for the Negev's future that Jewish and Bedouin residents learn to appreciate and understand it,

and take responsibility for protecting, preserving and sensitively developing their shared

environment.

Goals

 Maintain and develop an urban agricultural center for Jews and Bedouin, as a model for growing

good neighborly relations between Jewish and Bedouin adults, youth and children of all ages,

encouraging mutual acquaintance and overcoming the barriers of fear and alienation, building

trust and preserving peace between the two populations.

 Organize activities that will give Bedouin and Jewish individuals and families an opportunity to

learn how to grow their own fresh produce and lead healthier life styles, saving expenses and

reducing illness (in collaboration with the Ministry of Health "Healthy Cooking Workshops"

program, the joint Yeroham-Rahma Women's Group, volunteer doctors' informal talks on health,

and hands-on experience raising vegetables).

 Reconnect modern Jewish and Bedouin Israelis with nature and foster appreciation of and

responsibility for their shared desert environment, beginning with kindergarten children.

 Bring educators and social activists to learn from the model as it develops.

 Bring visiting groups for activities at the Farm to spread the idea and generate income.
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Partners

Ministry of Agriculture (4-year funding granted); Yeroham Municipality (land, water granted);

Yeroham Community Center (MATNAS) and its Sustainability Coordinator; Mirkam Azori (a group of

Yeroham residents who volunteer in various different projects helping their Bedouin neighbors);

Healing Across the Divides Foundation (3-year funding); Magen David Adom; JNF-USA Yeroham

Task Force members.

Budget

Total annual budget including weekly visits of Bedouin and Jewish kindergartens, communal

happenings, maintenance, additional programs: $85,965.


