
 

 
July 6, 2021 

Mr. Geoffrey Stern, President 
PEF Israel Endowment Funds Inc. 
info@pefisrael.org 
 

Dear Mr. Stern, 
 

Following our recent telephone conversation, thank you for agreeing to receive information on 
Am HaZikaron (People of Memory) and our projects for which we are seeking funds.  
 
Am HaZikaron (People of Memory) is an Israeli non-profit organization that studies the history 
and heritage of Jewish families all over the world. Established in 1998, we are a unique 
organization on the Israeli landscape that provides extremely in-depth research on the genealogy 
of Jewish families (according to name) and familial lineage.  Over the years we have received the 
support of 54 Nobel laureates and have worked closely with the Ministry of Education, The Jewish 
Agency and Birthright. Generations, our flagship project, is a family history workshop, which has 
already served approximately 50,000 young Russian speaking Jews by revealing their family 
history and strengthening their Jewish identity. 
 
One of the main aims of the organization is to connect modern Jews to their heritage and the 
history of the families. We are experts in recovering family histories and use various methods of 
scientific research in order to conduct this in the most in-depth way possible. The research group 
of the Institute consists of researchers from various professional disciplines who all work 
together (including historians, anthropologists, demographers, physicists and other specialists) 
and believe that the study of the Jewish people is a unique phenomenon and of national 
importance. 
 
We would be delighted if you found our activities worthy and allow us to apply for support for 
one of our projects. Please find enclosed our list of programs.  
 
Again, thank you for directing me to the Bar Mitzva related project and for your sage advice as 
to which type of projects might interest supporters. I also appreciate your recommendation of 
our projects for potential donors interested in the Jewish heritage and history.  
 
Thank you very much for your time and consideration. I look forward to hearing from you.  
 
With deep respect,  
 
 
Itzhak Fouxon PhD, +972-545-468920  
Am HaZikaron 
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“Connections” for Youth Celebrating Bar/Bat Mitzva 

 
Program Needs:  
As many youth celebrating their Bar/Bar Mitzva do not know much about their Jewish heritage, 
as part of the process of preparing for their Bar/Bat Mitzva, Am HaZikaron offers youth aged 12-
13 from the USA and Israel a joint opportunity to explore their shared family history and 
strengthen their Jewish identity.  
 
Program Description:  
As a present for Bar Mitzva (manhood), the proposed online program will introduce Jewish youth 
aged 12-13 residing in the USA and Israel to the Jewish narrative. Together they will study their 
family history and explore their Jewish identity. In addition to learning about each other, they 
will also learn about the history of their names and exchange information on their discoveries. 
They will learn that they have peers or relatives in Israel with a similar family history. Raising 
awareness to a shared history not only based on religion or the chapter they learn with the Rabbi 
during their Bar/Bat Mitzva studies, but with the assistance of their peers in the USA/Israel will 
strengthen their sense of belonging to the Jewish Peoplehood. By exploring their Jewish identity 
through family history, the participating youth will extend the knowledge of their ancestors and 
family history, which is extremely meaningful. The project will last for 5 months, and participants 
will meet online each week for 1.5-2 hours. 
 
Am HaZikaron makes effort to pair the teens who have similar family history. They ideally have 
the same surname, or, if not, come from a similar place of origin. Based on our experience, most 
Jewish youth have distant relatives in Israel that they do not know about. They are the 
descendants of brothers or sisters of their great-grandparents or earlier ancestors who emigrated 
to Israel. In some case the teens will discover that they belong to the same clan.  
  

Target Population:  
The program targets Jewish youth aged 12-13 celebrating their Bar/Bat Mitzva and interested in 
strengthening their Jewish identity. They reside in the USA or Israel.  

 

Program Cost:  
The annual cost of the program is $80,000. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
Roots (Shorashim in Hebrew) Online Program for Jewish  

Youth Celebrating Bar/Bat Mitzva 
Program Needs: 
According to the Jewish tradition, there is an invisible chain of generations beyond each Jewish 
person that connects modern Jews with their ancestors. Awareness of one’s concrete ancestry 
helps many young Jewish adults preserve their heritage, traditions and community. Am 
HaZikaron provides information on the narratives of the Jewish People and encourages 
participants to explore Jewish history and Jewish life in order to enhance their identity and sense 
of belonging to the Jewish People, cultural heritage, destiny and contemporary Israel.  
 
Program Description: 
The proposed two-hour webinar introduces Jewish youth aged 12-13 in the USA to the Jewish 
narrative. As part of their Bar/Bat Mitzva studies, youth explore their Jewish identity through 
their family history. The journey commences prior to the webinar when they fill out a 
questionnaire on the names of their grandparents and great-grandparents. For many, it is the 
first time they wonder about their ancestors’ surname. Based on their answers, our highly 
qualified experts conduct a study on the family history of each youth. As a present for Bar Mitzva 
(manhood), young Jews receive the knowledge of their ancestors, which is extremely significant. 
The rationale behind the research is that modern Jews are part of the continuous narrative of 
Jewish Peoplehood for generations. In order to enhance the Jewish identity and sense of 
belonging to the Jewish People of youth celebrating their Bar/Bar Mitzva not only based on 
religion or the chapter they learn with the Rabbi during their Bar/Bat Mitzva studies but the 
community. For each participating youth, we establish a connection between events of the 
Jewish history and their family histories. For instance, through our webinars, they learn that the 
roots of their families originate in Spain or in famous Ashkenazi communities. They also discover 
about the lives of their ancestors. They find out where their families lived and wandered for 
hundreds of years. Their family history gradually becomes familiar and personal. In the end, each 
youth receives an individually tailored certificate of family origin that explains the meaning and 
origin of their surnames, residential areas of their families and their migrations, prominent 
members of the clan, e.g., Zionists or victims of the Holocaust. When possible, they also receive 
available historical documents.   
 
Target Population: 
The program targets Jewish youth aged 12-13 celebrating their Bar/Bat Mitzva and interested in 
strengthening their Jewish identity. They reside in the USA. It is also suitable for Jewish youth and 
young adults in general.  
 
Program Cost:  

• Program development costs $5,000 (content preparation, producing video/audio/graphic 
materials, recruiting native English speaker lecturers and participants) + $75/participant 
for the first 500 certificates + $45/participant for additional certificates.  

• Employment of 2 English speaker lecturers and cost of additional certificates.  
 



 

 
``Connections" Project 

 
Program Needs: 
In order to establish connections between high-school aged Jewish youth from the Former Soviet 
Union or other Diaspora countries and Israel based on a shared family history, Am HaZikaron  
enables students to explore their Jewish heritage and reunite Jewish families who have lost touch 
due to the events of the 20th century. Based on our experience, most Jewish school children have 
distant relatives in Israel that they do not know about. They are the descendants of brothers or 
sisters of their great-grandparents or earlier ancestors who emigrated to Israel. By identifying the 
participants’ surnames, family origins and ancestors, we help them explore their Jewish identity. 
 
Program Description: 
Am HaZikaron connects students from Diaspora countries and Israel with common surnames or 
similar family backgrounds such as the region of origin of their surnames. Common family history 
allows peers to learn about each other and conduct a conversation. Together they study their 
family history and meet regularly online. In the sessions, they learn about the history of their 
names and exchange information on their own discoveries. Diaspora students learn that they 
have peers or relatives in Israel with a similar family history. Raising awareness to a shared history 
strengthens the Jewish identity and sense of belonging of Jewish students residing in different 
countries. Today, when it is not possible to travel abroad, this project may offer a new 
opportunity to meet people from various cultures and reveal common features in their histories. 
Although the project is currently being developed, it has generated significant interest in Jewish 
schools around the world, both religious and secular. Some schools have already appointed a 
Project Coordinator to implement the project locally.  
 
Target Population: 
The program targets Jewish high-school aged youth interested in strengthening their Jewish 
identity and learning about a new relative. Potential participants live in the Diaspora and Israel. 
It is also suitable for Jewish youth and young adults in general.  

 
Program Cost: The annual cost of the program is $80,000. 
 
Partnerships: 
Hefziba, the joint project of the Israeli Ministry of Education and the Jewish Agency, works in 
approximately 50 Jewish schools throughout the FSU. It conducted a survey to understand if 
schools were interested in the project and 11 schools from Ukraine, Russia and Latvia have 
already answered positively and appointed local Project Coordinators. Hefziba is interested in 
implementing the project in its schools once we start it. In addition, 2 Jewish schools in 
Philadelphia that also appointed a local coordinator and other schools such as the famous 
Alexander Muss High School in Israel show interest. An absolute majority of schools that we 
contacted showed interest and indicate unequivocally their willingness to integrate the family 
history in the curriculum.   

 



 

 
``Generations” Project for Russian Speaking Jews  

 
Program Needs:  
Many young Jewish adults drift away from their heritage, traditions and community. Therefore, 
over two decades ago Birthright Israel was launched to ensure the future of the Jewish people 
by strengthening Jewish identity, Jewish communities and connection with contemporary Israel 
via an educational trip to Israel for the majority of Jewish young adults from around the world. 
In alignment with the founders of Birthright Israel, who hope the trip motivates young people to 
continue to explore their Jewish identity and support for Israel, in cooperation with Genesis 
Philanthropy Group, Am HaZikaron launched the Generations Program for Russian speaking 
Birthright participants to help them explore the narratives of the Jewish People and reinforce 
their sense of identity.  
 
Program Description: 
As part of the program, we provide a two-hour long workshop to offer an experiential learning 
module of quests dedicated to the history of the Jewish People and famous Jews in the Diaspora.  
In order to enhance the participants’ Jewish identity and sense of belonging to the Jewish People 
not only based on religion but the community, we establish for each participant connection 
between events of the Jewish history and the history of their families, e. g. informing the 
participant that the roots of their families are in Spain or famous Ashkenazi communities. The 
history gradually becomes personal for them and in the end, each participant receives a 
personally tailored certificate of family origin. That explains the meaning and origin of their 
surnames, residential areas of their families and their migrations, prominent members of the clan 
and when possible some available historical documents. We also assist in creating the design of 
their family trees and information on their family members. Am HaZikaron has extensive 
experience in raising the interest of adolescents and young people in Jewish traditions and family 
history. In order to evaluate the program and learn about its impact on the current generation of 
Jewish young adults, the Henrietta Szold Institute conducted a research. It found that participants 
experienced a unique and enriching personal journey of self-identification that strengthened 
their Jewish identity similarly to the powerful visit in Yad Vashem. 
 
Target Population: Each year the program serves at least 50 groups visiting Israel with Birthright 
Israel. Up to date, we have provided the project to approximately 50,000 young Russian-speaking 
Jews. 
 

500 participants.,2 matelyapproxi: The annual cost of the program is $90,000 for Program Cost 
 

Partnership: The program is supported by the Genesis Philanthropy Group.  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
``Generations” Project for English Speaking Jews 

 
Program Needs:  
According to the Jewish tradition, there is an invisible chain of generations beyond each Jewish 
person that connects modern Jews with their ancestors. Am HaZikaron provides information on 
the narratives of the Jewish People and encourages participants to explore Jewish history, 
religion and Jewish life, which reinforces their identity and sense of belonging to the Jewish 
People, traditions, destiny and contemporary Israel. In order to target English speaking Birthright 
participants, Am HaZikaron modified the Generations program in cooperation with the 
Educational Department of Birthright International directed by Dr. Zohar Raviv.  
 
Program Description: 
As part of the project, we introduce Diaspora Jews to the Jewish narrative, which has a strong 
impact on cultivating their Jewish identity. It is one of a kind as participants explore their Jewish 
identity through the history of their families. For them, the journey on family history commences 
at home when they fill out a questionnaire on the names of their grandparents and great-
grandparents. For many, it is the first time they wonder about their ancestors’ surname. Based 
on their answers, our highly qualified experts conduct a study on the family history of each 
participant. The rationale behind the research is that modern Jews are part of the continuous 
narrative of Jewish Peoplehood for generations. The family history workshop is provided in the 
Museum of Diaspora, where participants learn about the Jewish narrative in an environment that 
highlights the atmosphere of the epochs and has a strong impact on their Jewish identity. The 
program is guided by specially trained counselors whose role is both educational and 
entertaining. Participants study family trees and historical documents illustrating the continuity 
of generations. They learn where their families lived and wandered for hundreds of years. They 
learn about the lives of their ancestors. In the end, they receive Certificates of Family Origin, 
which document the history of the origin of their last names and include famous Jews in their 
families, e.g., Zionists and victims of the Holocaust.  
 
Target Population: Up to date, we have provided the project to approximately 1,500 young Jews 
from Germany, US, Canada and Australia. Based on our successful pilots for several English-
speaking Birthright participants, we would like to expand this program to other English-speaking 
participants such as the beneficiaries of Youth2Israel, an organization that provides grants to Year 
10 students with at least one Jewish parent, enabling them to participate in a transformational 
Israel-based education program. 
 

2,000 participants. pproximately: The annual cost of the program is $80,000 for astCo Program 
 
Partnership: Birthright Israel highly recommends the workshop. It is considered for funding by 
the Orion Foundation in Australia. We also applied for funding to JNF Boruchin Center. We are 
also seeking additional partners. For further information, please visit the following website: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aVraJPqJQI8&feature=emb_logo   

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aVraJPqJQI8&feature=emb_logo


 

 
``Family Reunion Live” - Jewish Peoplehood Television Program  

 
Program Needs:  
Jews have a lot in common. We are one extended family with one destiny. Each of us can identify 
with the life experience of Holocaust survivors, separation from a close family member or family 
separation as a result of immigrations, pogroms, the Iron Curtain or other historical events. 
Family reunion may help Jews experience our intangible heritage, unique power and the ability 
to overcome the challenges as strong and cohesive people. In order to transcend interpersonal 
boundaries and perceive that we are one strong people, we propose the following program.  
 
Program Description: 
We would like to produce ``Family Reunion Live” television program to introduce viewers to a 
live broadcast of incredible and tragic stories of potential participants who share their personal 
stories in the studio. While recalling their narratives, we will reconstruct the historical 
background with photos, excerpts from documentaries and music. As it is common in many TV 
shows focusing on discovering one’s roots, the immediate goal is to touch the viewers who 
become immersed in the history of Jewish People together with the people in the studio who 
experienced it first-hand. The viewers can also call the studio to relate to details relevant to the 
story seen on screen. Viewers will be able to approach us and request our help to find their 
relatives. For example, a family whose sons left the Russian Empire, where many Jews lived 150 
years ago, to immigrate to Israel or to the US in search of a better life. Most families were unable 
to keep in touch with the relatives who stayed. Unfortunately, many Holocaust survivors do not 
know to this day what happened to their families during the Holocaust.  
 
Similar shows on searching for lost family members gained the attention of millions of people 
(Finding Your Roots, Who Do You Think You Are, Long Lost Family, etc.).  However, the proposed 
program is unique as it will emphasize how often the Jews had to separate from family members 
throughout their lives. Wait for Me, a TV show in Russian, and Please Get in Touch, a TV show in 
German by SAT1, slightly resemble our proposed program.   
 
Target Population: All Jews speaking the language of the show.  
 
Duration of the Program: 40-60 minutes.  
 
Program Cost: $105,000 for 15 reunion stories in the first year of the pilot program.  
 
Partnerships: Gil Productions, the company that produces shows on all main channels of Israeli 
TV would consider the production upon preparing 15 stories.  

 
 
 
 
 


