
 

 

 

 

 

AKIM-Jerusalem thanks the PEF Endowment Funds Inc. for their generous donation. The gift was 

designated towards funding the remaining amount of AKIM-Jerusalem's Energy project- which began at the 

end of 2015. The project included: (1) the instillation of emergency generators at three of the association's 

hostel facilities, and (2) the replacement of diesel fuel heating systems with natural gas ones at these hostel 

facilities. This report provides a description of the Energy project as well as various activities and 

recent accomplishments which AKIM-Jerusalem wishes to highlight. 

Description of the Energy Project  

Winters in Jerusalem over the last few years have been very cold with storms, snow, and heavy rains, 

causing frequent and often prolonged electricity outages. These outages leave the residents, many of whom 

are elderly, without heating, hot water, and electricity. The Welfare Ministry approached associations taking 

care of vulnerable people in cold cities and instructed that they install emergency generators in the event of 

an emergency. In compliance with the Welfare Ministry's regulations, AKIM-Jerusalem installed the 

emergency generators. The association believes that the installment of this infrastructure contributes to the 

safety and security of the residents. Further, although the association has yet to experience such an 

emergency, there is always a real concern of needing to transport residents in the event of a prolonged 

electricity shortage. In addition, installing these emergency generators will enable important medical devices 

such as inhalation and oxygen machines, as well as electric wheelchairs, to continue operating without 

disruption. In light of the generator instillations, AKIM-Jerusalem wished to undertake an additional 

measure to better its infrastructure. Developing in the State of Israel's energy sector is the ambition to be 

more reliant on natural gas and less so on diesel. This is because natural gas is more environmentally 

friendly and economically sound ("Fuel and the Environment," n.d.).1 AKIM-Jerusalem, too, wanted to 

include itself in this emerging trend and thus decided to replace its outdated, inefficient diesel fuel heating 

system in the hostels. In addition to being polluting and harmful to the environment, diesel is costly to the 

association, amounting, annually, to $65,000. Further, in the event of a power outage, diesel is not a 

dependable form of energy as it necessitates being manually delivered.  

 

                                                           
1 Ministry of National Infrastructures, Energy and Water Resources. (n.d.). Fuel and the Environment. 

Retrieved from http://energy.gov.il/Subjects/Fuel/Pages/GxmsMniFuelAndEnvironment.aspx 



 

Activities and Accomplishments at AKIM-Jerusalem 

In the past two years, AKIM-Jerusalem reopened Beit Rachel Straus (BARASH) after its 2015 renovations.  

BARASH is the facility where AKIM-Jerusalem's social, cultural, and leisure-time activities take place and 

is opened to AKIM-Jerusalem residents as well as to individuals with intellectual disabilities from other 

frameworks. In addition, those within the greater community rent out the renovated rooms in BARASH for 

various social, recreational, and educational classes which promote inclusion with the community and help 

to cover the various activities which take place at the building.   

AKIM-Jerusalem based its efforts and activities in three major areas: cultural and leisure-time activities, 

residential services, and communal services for families of children and elderly with intellectual disabilities.  

Below is a more detailed description of each of these efforts:  

Cultural and Leisure-time Activities 

AKIM-Jerusalem's residents participated in various activities at BARASH over the past year. One of AKIM-

Jerusalem's efforts is to encourage interaction between individuals with intellectual disabilities and those 

within the greater community. Thus, a highlight which took place at BARASH was joint art classes. AKIM-

Jerusalem invited members of the greater community to learn alongside its residents. The community 

members did not simply volunteer with the residents, rather they were students in an art class, just like the 

residents. This experience was both enlightening and powerful for the community members as it 

demonstrated the unique capabilities which exist amongst this population. It was also beneficial for AKIM-

Jerusalem's residents as it allowed for them to form friendships outside of their various frameworks. AKIM-

Jerusalem hopes that this effort validated the importance of promoting inclusion of individuals with 

intellectual disabilities within the community. In the coming years, AKIM-Jerusalem hopes to continue 

using BARASH to, among other endeavors, operate joint activities between community members and 

AKIM-Jerusalem residents. 

Residential Services 

Around fifty percent of the residents at AKIM-Jerusalem are aging and require activities which are age 

appropriate and living arrangements which are suitable to their changing needs. Both the residential 

apartments and the hostel facilities in which the residents live require structural repairs to accommodate the 

needs of aging individuals. Therefore, in the coming years, AKIM-Jerusalem wishes to repair its existing 

facilities as well as to purchase new ones with the ultimate goal of improving and enhancing the lives of 

aging individuals with intellectual disabilities so that they will be able to continue living in dignity within in 

their dwelling spaces.  

 



 

Community Services for Families 

AKIM-Jerusalem often hears from families about the difficulties of raising a child or adult with intellectual 

disabilities. To this end, AKIM-Jerusalem operates a family support center-a service which addresses 

various needs of children and youth with intellectual disabilities. One of the services at the center includes a 

training apartment program. Parents of individuals with intellectual disabilities often express hesitant 

feelings towards independent living options. While the parents desire for the children to live independently, 

they are also nervous that such arrangements may be unsuccessful and even backfire. 

To address this challenge, AKIM-Jerusalem initiated its training apartment program. This program offers a 

simulation of assisted-independent living within the community. Participants in the training apartment 

program partake in weekly, overnight sessions at an apartment within the community. At these sessions the 

participants learn basic necessities of independent living such as (basic) cooking, hygiene, interpersonal 

skills, and navigating public transportation. In 2013, AKIM-Jerusalem, along with 22 European 

organizations, received a three year grant for projects which dealt with inclusion of individuals with 

intellectual disabilities within the greater community. By the end of 2015, AKIM-Jerusalem presented its 

training apartment program at a conference in Vienna. The program was profusely praised for its success in 

training hundreds of young individuals with intellectual disabilities for independence within the community.  

In addition, in December of 2016, AKIM-Jerusalem introduced a leisure-time platform for children and 

youth living in East Jerusalem. This platform provides a much needed respite to the parents of these 

individuals. 

AKIM-Jerusalem, once again, thanks the PEF Israel Endowment Funds Inc. Your gift is helping to better the 

lives of individuals with intellectual disabilities in Jerusalem. AKIM-Jerusalem hopes to continue a 

partnership with you for many years to come.  

    


