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Geoffrey Stern

From: Ariel Dloomy <ariel@a-n.org.il>

Sent: Wednesday, July 30, 2014 2:48 PM

To: SARIT BERENSTEIN

Subject: Voices from the Negev (AJEEC-NISPED), No.3

Voices from the Negev in Difficult Times, No.3

Kher Albaz and Ariel Dloomy, Co-Executive Directors, AJEEC-NISPED

We are writing during the Eid El-Fitr Holiday that marks the end of Ramadan. We had hoped that by this time, the
fighting in Gaza would be behind us and quiet would have returned to the Negev. However, we see that the situation is
intensifying and both sides are suffering increasing casualties.

The rockets fired at the Negev do not differentiate between Arabs and Jews yet the reality is that there exist major gaps
with regard to protection from these attacks. In particular, residents of the unrecognized villages find themselves
exposed to the rocket attacks without safe spaces, sirens or emergency response mechanisms. Read Kher and Ariel's
Article in the JPost about the lack of protection in the unrecognized villages.

We are happy to announce that as a result of our “call to help” from our partners in Israel and globally we successfully
obtained funding for the establishment of 12 mobile shelters (“Miguniot”) for AJEEC-NISPED’s early childhood centers
in the unrecognized villages. These shelters will be operational in the coming days thanks to the support of the Bernard
Van Leer Foundation and local business people from the Arab Bedouin community.

An additional challenge that we are currently facing is linked to our organization’s character. As an Arab Jewish
organization we have been dedicating much time and effort to preserving our interpersonal relations in light of the
difficult political and security reality that we are engrossed in. As one of our Arab program directors said, “On the one
hand, rockets are landing on me in Beersheva and on the other hand, my two aunts live in the Shuj’aya neighborhood
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in Gaza and we have no idea if they are dead or alive.” This statement is representative of the complex reality that we
are coping with today at AJEEC-NISPED.

We are very concerned about the deepening conflict and increasing hostilities. The consequences of this situation may
prove tragic for Israel-Palestine relations as well as for the already worsening relationship between Jews and Arabs in
Israel. We, at AJEEC-NISPED, believe that the current situation, as awful as it is, presents an unprecedented opportunity
and obligation to work toward a long-term agreement based on the framework of the Arab Peace Initiative (API).
Learn more about our efforts to promote a regional solution in the Middle East.

In response to questions we have received about how to help, we want to highlight three crisis
intervention programs aimed at easing the burden on Israel’s poorest, most marginalized
communities for which we are seeking support:

1. Increasing Emergency Medical Access to the Unrecognized Villages

One desperate need is increasing ambulance services to these communities. Because access roads to the villages are
cumbersome ambulances will not navigate the unfamiliar desert maze to reach an injured man, woman or child in a
remote unrecognized village.

Since 2012 AJEEC-NISPED has partnered with MADA (Magen David Adom: the Israeli Red Cross) in a limited emergency

service program. Each day, Yasser aby Regilla, a local Bedouin paramedic and driver familiar with the geographical and

cultural terrain, responds to calls for approximately two home accidents and responds to three events relating to life-

threatening medical conditions every day. Today’s volatile political climate challenges Yasser’s capacity and we

desperately need to expand this provided service. While MADA is providing the vehicle, we are in a need for the daily

operation of the ambulance service.

The ambulance will operate 7 days a week and will provide services for 25,000 people.

Funding Needs
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Yearly operation of an ambulance = $80,000 USD

2. Emergency Hotline for Parents of Young Children

The current emergency situation creates many challenges for parents of young children. Parents have to cope with
children's anxieties and fears and are often at a loss as to how and what to explain to children about such frightening
events.

In partnership with WIZO, AJEEC-NISPED implements an Arabic language hotline for parents of young children. This
hotline is culturally adapted for the Arab Bedouin community of the Negev and is the only Arabic language hotline for
parents in Israel. At present, the hotline is active only twice a week and responds to questions regarding universal
parenting concerns.

In order to respond to the current emergency needs of parents, we would like to implement the hotline on a daily
basis.

Funding Needs
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Cost for implementation: $220 per day/$3,080 per 14 day period

Cost for raising awareness about the hotline (marketing): $2,500

Total Cost: $5,580

3. Mobile Movies for Arab Bedouin Children

During these difficult days, Arab Bedouin children in the Negev are exposed to traumatic events and experience stress
due to the rocket fire. At AJEEC-NISPED we are interested in providing these children with unforgettable moments of
recreation and positive experiences.

Since there are no movie theaters in the Bedouin villages, we plan to bring the movie theater to the children. The
movies will lead to discussions among the children and will help them temporarily disconnect from their difficult realty .
The project will be operated by a Bedouin film student from Sapir College.

The target groups are:

 Children ages 6-10
 Youth ages 11-16

Funding Needs

Equipment (screen, computer, projector and sound system): $6,000

Daily operations: $420

During the initial pilot stage, we are interested in operating the Mobile Movie Theater for 15 days = $6,300

TOTAL INITIAL COST: $12,300

Donate Now

To support our Emergency Intervention Programs
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Ariel Dloomy

Co-Director, AJEEC-NISPED

Founder, SID Israel

Beit Solog, 2nd Floor

5 Yehudah HaNahatom St.

Beer Sheva, Israel 84249

Tel: +972(0)8-6711551

Fax: +972(0)8-6731151


